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Issue 1 
 

Spatial Strategy and Vision for Moray 

Development plan 
reference: 

 
Spatial Strategy, page 5 
Vision for Moray, page 3-4 
 

 
Reporter: 

Body or person(s) submitting a representation raising the issue (including 
reference number): 

 
Spatial Strategy  
Mr E Rattray (0701) 
Fred Olsen Renewables Ltd (1047) 
Jacqueline Barrere (0884) 
Vision 
Elgin Community Council (0122) 
Elgin South Area Forum (0194) 
NHS Grampian (0300) 
Scotia Homes Ltd (0480) 
 Scottish Environment Protection Agency (0569) 
Franz Rolinck (0709) 
Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (1041) 
Dorenell Ltd (1044) 
 

Provision of the 
development plan to 
which the issue 
relates: 

 
These sections of the Plan set out the overall strategic 
vision and proposed spatial strategy for the distribution of 
development across Moray. 
 

Planning authority’s summary of the representation(s): 

 
Spatial Strategy 

Mr E Rattray (0701) 
Supports Urquhart being identified as third tier settlement and note that they will 
be expected to grow in proportion to their current size.  Support for statement 
(paragraph 3.6) that "The formation of a new town as an option for 
accommodating growth was not supported, and concentration and expansion of 
existing settlements was preferred."  
 
Fred Olsen Renewables Ltd (1047) 
Considers it is unclear how renewables are incorporated in to the overall spatial 
strategy for the region. This should be clarified in section 3. 
 
Jacqueline Barrere (0884) 
Spatial Strategy should reflect the role of Forres in tourism. 
 
Vision 

Elgin Community Council and Elgin South Area Forum (0122 and 0194) 
Considers the vision statement at 2.3 bullet point 6 should be amended to refer to 
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promotion of rail enhancements.  “Good efficient transport links to the rest of the 
country, with the encouragement of active travel and enhancement of rail as 
alternatives to journeys by car and truck.” 
 
NHS Grampian (0300)  
Considers that the Plan should highlight that healthcare provision is a 
fundamental requirement and should be recognised as such, forming part of the 
vision for Moray. Such provision should be adequate to meet the needs of the 
community, of a high quality, whilst being available and accessible to all. The 
close proximity of healthcare facilities to residential areas is a key component in 
the formation of attractive, sustainable environments where people wish to live 
and work, as incorporated by the Vision for Moray and hence should be included 
in that Vision. 
 
Scotia Homes Ltd (0480) 
Support continuation of Elgin as a Primary Centre. Directing the majority of growth 
to the town will support a sustainable future and its continued role as the primary 
centre within the LDP area. 
 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (0569 ) 
Considers that the Vision does not adequately address the importance of the 
environment when considering sustainable economic development. Would like the 
Plan to emphasise the need to protect and enhance the water environment. 
 
Franz Rolinck (0709)  
Thinks the Council needs to give serious consideration to the Moray Tourism 
Strategy and its potential for Forres, Findhorn and Kinloss.  
 
Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd (1041) 
Support the references to maintaining good, efficient transport links to the rest of 
the country (p3); as these provide strategic support for the continuing 
development of railway services. Keen to promote safeguarding and improving 
the existing railway network in tandem with new development, and that 
appropriate contributions are taken towards this. A key plank of the LDP strategy 
is to safeguard existing and promote new railway routes. 
 
Dorenell Ltd (1044) 
Concerned that section 2 does not include reference to the importance of tackling 
and adapting to climate change. Considers that the statement in paragraph 2.3 is 
too narrowly worded and does not provide clear support for standalone renewable 
energy developments. Statement is orientated towards the deployment of 
microgeneration technologies within other developments, but does not recognise 
the role of large scale standalone renewable energy developments in tackling 
climate change.  Support statement in para 2.1. 
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Modifications sought by those submitting representations: 

 
Spatial Strategy 

Mr E Rattray (0701) 
Support noted. 
 
Fred Olsen Renewables Ltd (1047) 
Clarify in section 3 how renewables are incorporated in to the overall spatial 
strategy for the region.  
 
Jacqueline Barrere (0884) 
Infers that Forres should be identified on the spatial strategy map as a tourism 
gateway. 
 
Vision 

Elgin Community Council and Elgin South Area Forum (0122 and 0194) 
Amend the vision statement 2.3 bullet point 6 to say, “Good efficient transport 
links to the rest of the country, with the encouragement of active travel and 
enhancement of rail as alternatives to journeys by car and truck.” 
 
NHS Grampian (0300)  
It should be highlighted that healthcare provision is a fundamental requirement 
and should be recognised as such, forming part of the vision for Moray. 
 
Scotia Homes Ltd (0480) 
Support noted. 
 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (0569) 
Revise point 2.3 of the Vision to “Attractive, sustainable environments where 
people will wish to live and work, which incorporate high quality design; of the 
land and water environments green and blue corridors and open spaces.” 
 
Franz Rolinck (0709)  
The spatial strategy for Forres, Kinloss and Findhorn should respect the role 
these areas have in attracting tourists. 
 
Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd (1041) 
Support noted. 
 
Dorenell Ltd (1044) 
Recommend section 2 is modified to acknowledge the importance of tackling and 
adapting to climate change. Should refer to the binding greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets within the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 
Bullet points should be modified to provide enhanced support for the principle of 
the deployment of renewable energy developments of all types and scales. Last 
bullet point could be modified to “A policy context which supports the deployment 
of renewable energy technologies of all types and scales in order to reduce 
carbon emissions.” 
 
Statement in para 2.1 that the “economic and employment benefits of business 
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and industrial growth should be a material consideration in any development 
proposal” should be retained. 
 

Summary of responses (including reasons) by planning authority: 

  
Spatial Strategy 

Mr E Rattray (0701) 
Support for the spatial strategy is noted.  
 
No modification is proposed. 
 
Fred Olsen Renewables Ltd (1047) 
Paragraph 3.1 of the Proposed Plan states that the proposed strategy for the 
distribution of development across Moray is a continuation of that taken by the 
Moray Local Plan 2008. This element of the Spatial Strategy relates to housing 
and employment land development. Proposals for renewables will be considered 
against the criteria set out in Policy ER1 and the specific spatial strategy for wind 
farms set out in the Plan and the Supplementary Guidance. 
 
No modification is proposed. 
 
Jacqueline Barrere (0884 ) 
The Council fully recognises the role of tourism for Forres and if the Reporter is so 
minded the Council would not object to additional “tourism gateway” icons being 
added to the Spatial Strategy map on page 4 of the Plan. 
 
Vision 
Elgin Community Council and Elgin South Area Forum (0122 and 0194) 
If the Reporter is so minded the Council would not object to the amended wording 
proposed by the Community Council and Area Forum being inserted in bullet 
point 6 paragraph 2.3 to state, “Good efficient transport links to the rest of the 
country, with the encouragement of active travel and enhancement of rail as 
alternatives to journeys by car and truck.” 
 
NHS Grampian (0300) 
The Vision is very much a land use based vision reflecting the Moray Economic 
Strategy. It is intended to provide a strategic vision for the land use policies and 
designations which follow. It is not considered appropriate to include the level of 
detail proposed by the respondent within the Vision, or for equality this would 
have to be expanded to cover other sectors such as education, policing, lands 
and parks. 
 
No modification is proposed. 
 
Scotia Homes Ltd (0480) 
Support for Elgin’s role is noted.  

 
No modification is proposed. 
 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (0569)  
The Council has discussed this representation further with Scottish Environment 
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Protection Agency and reached an agreed position. If the Reporter is so minded, 
the Council and Scottish Environment Protection Agency would support rewording 
point 2.3 of the Vision to state; “Attractive, sustainable environments where 
people will wish to live and work, which incorporate high quality design, green and 
blue corridors and open spaces”. 
 
Franz Rolinck (0709)  
The Council fully supports the Tourism Strategy and is fully engaged in a number 
of projects to implement the Strategy. The comment may be more about the 
Spatial Strategy map appearing on page 4 of the Proposed Plan. If the Reporter 
is so minded, the Council would not object to two further “I” icons being added to 
the Spatial Strategy Map to identify the A940 and A96 (west) as important tourist 
gateways into Moray. 
 
No modification is proposed. 
 
Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (1041) 
Support is noted.  
 
No modification is proposed. 
 
Dorenell Ltd (1044) 
The Vision within the Plan is based upon the Vision set out in the Moray 
Economic Strategy. The Vision is intended to be of a strategic nature and the 
representations made by Dorenell Ltd are considered to be covered in sufficient 
detail with other parts of the Plan, notably Policy ER1. The Council does not 
support the revised wording put forward by the respondent and considers it to be 
inappropriate and unbalanced on the single issue of large scale wind farms. The 
Council supports appropriate scale of renewable energy proposals in the right 
location and this is set out in Policy ER1. 
 
No modification is proposed. 
 

Reporter’s conclusions: 

 
 

Reporter’s recommendations: 

 
 

 


