
MINUTE OF MEETING OF

THE JOINT COMMUNITY COUNCILS OF MORAY

HELD ON THURSDAY 13th May 2010 at 7pm IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ELGIN
Present:

	Burghead & Cummingston C.C.
	Alastair Mackenzie (AMack)
Chris Tuke (CT)

	Elgin C.C.
	Gordon Methven (GM)


	Findhorn & Kinloss C.C.
	Les Morgan (Chair) (LM)
Tim Negus (TN)


	Forres C.C.
	Bob Hellyer (BH)
Colin Lipscomb (CL)

	Lennox C.C.
	Donald Cameron (DC)


	Lossiemouth CC
	Helen McIntosh (HM)
Jim Dartnall (JD)

	Strathisla
	Ian Ross (IR)
Keith Comrie (KC)


In Attendance:

Tracey Rae, Community Council Liaison Officer (TR), Hilary Mott, (taking the Minutes); Gordon Sutherland, Planning and Economic Development Manager, The Moray Council
1.
Welcome & Apologies:

Apologies were received from Alastair Kennedy, Alan Bodman, Alan Beresford, Cllr Allan Wright, Margo Howe, Carolle Ralph, Marc McRae, John Main and Karen Hamilton
Les welcomed everyone to the meeting including Gordon Sutherland Planning & Economic Development Manager.
PRESENTATION
Gordon gave a brief outline of changes to planning consent regarding wind farms/turbines in light of Community Council concerns.  A limit of 40 metres has been introduced.  Any request taller that this would automatically invoke consultation with the local community including Community Councils.  Gordon explained his role, tasks and current priorities within his department.  He was currently looking at the revision of the Economic Strategy along with Community Planning Partners with a vision for the next 20 to 30 years.  The draft document has gone to the partners today and would made public towards the end of June becoming part of the Moray Development Plan.
There followed some questions and discussion over various points.  

Why was the limit of 40 meters chosen for the wind turbines?  Discretion was required for multiple applications for commercial turbines under the 40 metre limit.

It was felt most domestic turbines were approx. 25 metres with commercial turbines being taller.  The cumulative effect would be monitored. 
It appeared that the Open Plan web site, introduce by the Scottish Government was not being implemented as was intended for transparency of information.  Some of the information displayed was inaccurate

Gordon explained that the website did not operate in “real time” and therefore there could be a delay in information being displayed.

The future of the base at RAF Lossiemouth is still uncertain until the outcome of the defence review which is due sometime in June/July.  Will this not have an impact on the Economic Strategy also due to be made public June/July?

This had been taken into account when drafting the document.

Were there plans to streamline minor planning applications?
The Scottish Government were working on a revision of domestic planning applications but it is a major piece of work.  Moray is currently working a large backlog in an attempt to help with business development.

It was felt that there was not enough publicity for any of the good things in Moray, from Council achievements through to tourism.  Moray is not promoted very well.  There was a need to explore the tourism strategy and a view that Visit Scotland was not particularly good for Moray.

2.
Minutes of previous meeting
There were a few amendments to the previous minute.  It was suggested that the full details of each meeting should be included, such as the time and venue of each meeting.  The closing dates for RAF Kinloss at the bottom of page 4 were corrected to ‘RAF Kinloss will close operationally on 31st July.  It will cease to be an RAF base from 13th March 2013’.  The previous minute was then proposed by Colin Lipscomb and seconded by Bob Hellyer as an accurate record.
3.
Matters Arising
Licensing Forum
With the retirement of Alex Macmillan, Helen Mcintosh was happy to take over his LFF duties.  Tracey will liaise with the LLF Officer and pass on any relevant information.







Action :TR
Broadband Issues
There had been no progress with HIE regarding the broadband issues.  Bob is to provide a brief to enable the Chair to make representation.
Action: BH / AK
Common Good Fund

The suggestion of a fighting fund for Common Good issues funded by a National levy was put before the ASCC but it was felt that it might not attract a lot of interest nationally.  It was suggested that a document be drawn up outlining the idea with reasons why this should be done and Les would circulate to other members.  This will not be pursued.
Air Gun Legislation

With regard to the feedback received concerning Air Gun Legislation it was felt that no further action could be taken as this is a matter not devolved to the Scottish Government.

4.
Reports
Community Planning Update
This report was attached to the papers.  The Working Group has now agreed that the Short Term Working Group will become the Community Engagement Group with the inclusion of an elected member and a youth member.
A recent event hosted by the Community Planning Partnership was not known about to the JCC Chair – Alastair is to meet with the Convenor and the Chief Executive of The Moray Council in the near future.  Les has been asked to attend this meeting also.








Action : AK
Task Force Bulletin – This Bulletin has ceased to be circulated due to a change in Chairmanship of this group.  Minutes of Task Force meetings will now be circulated to CC Secretaries from CCLO when available.
ASCC Report
The ASCC is into the annual membership & Insurance renewal period.  Local authorities operate in a variety of ways: some do block membership and block insurance, some membership only, some insurance only and some do nothing.  Moray does block insurance for us but not through the ASCC.  Many CCs throughout Scotland have to organise their own insurance and do it through the ASCC with Zurich.  
CCLO Report

Tracey has moved office again, this time to the New Elgin Annexe along with some of the Community Support Team which has had staff reductions due to the financial situation.   Community Support workers would inform the CCs of any changes to support requirements.
The Grant cheques had now been issued for the period March – September and Community Councils are reminded to provide accounts to the CCLO when they are available.
There have been 5 resignations, 8 co-options and 31 enquiries during the last 3 month period.
Treasurers Report

The current balance is £688.55 and there is nothing outstanding.
5.
Communicating with your Community
Feedback had been received regarding communication within the local community.  

It was felt that common sense was required.  It was also felt that local press attendance could help.  There was the ongoing problem of not all CCs attending JCC regularly.  Les had down-loaded a useful document with various suggestions such as;- leaflets, surveys and local surgeries.  Some CCs made it clear to the local community who the members were along with their contact details.  Some members were more reluctant to participate in this practice.  (See attached)
It was felt that The Moray Council was not always as helpful or encouraging as it could be considering CCs are elected bodies.  This could be an area where the JCC could make a difference but only if the CCs all club together.  There was a complaints procedure that could be used culminating in the Public Service Ombudsman.  Any issues should be documented so that Alastair Kennedy could action.  Forres CC will document their grievance over the charges for council facilities.

Action: BH
6.
Information Sharing Session

Burghead & Cummingston

Most of the issues of interest to Burghead & Cummingston had been mentioned already.  Police attendance at meetings had improved and any issues with regard to the Southside had now been passed on the ombudsman.  The local STV website was currently showing a web page where Councillor Douglas Ross was saying that some council officers were using excessive powers over decision making.
Findhorn & Kinloss

The time scales for the closure of RAF Kinloss had not changed.  There is to be a march by RAF Kinloss along Forres High Street on 24th May.  It was felt that the Moray Local Plan should indicate that any future new major housing development in Kinloss should be restricted until the future of the MOD houses has been established.  It was rumoured that a possible buyer for the Southside ex-MOD houses included Moray Council and Strathclyde Council.

Action:LM
Post Meeting Note: There is no truth in the rumour these LAs are buying some / any of the Southside ex-MOD houses.
Lennox

Morrison Construction was continuing apace with the new by-pass.  There was to be a consultation exercise regarding future traffic calming measures in Fochabers and Mosstodloch.
Forres

Police attendance at CC meetings had improved here as well.  It appears that Grampian Police may have had a change in approach and it was very nice to see.  All Forres Community Councillors are now on email.

Elgin

Deanshaugh Playing field is to be refurbished as part of the Flood Alleviation programme.  The bus station office has been reopened.  There is a street naming competition taking place with school children being offered a prize of £10.  Consideration was being given to establish notice boards within the city offering more information.  Elgin CC is considering Elgin becoming a Fair Trade City.  Fundraising was ongoing for the mosaic in the city centre.  Young people were now feeding information into the CC.
Lossiemouth
It was suggested that some CCs were overly critical of the Moray Council.  There followed a heated discussion.  The Chairman mediated by stating that a middle path was required: CCs should be critical of Moray Council when the situation warranted, but such criticism should be constructive and communicated in a professional manner.  He encouraged conducting this type of business in writing.
Lossie is still waiting for the announcement regarding defence cuts and the future of the base.  Plans were still being made for the repairs to the East Beach Bridge but determining ownership of the bridge was proving difficult.

Strathisla

It was reported that Strathisla CC do not have regular Elected Member attendance.  Tracey agreed to look into this




Action: TR
Strathisla CC members reported an accident blackspot and provided photographs.  Tracey agreed to liaise with the appropriate officers to investigate this problem.










Action: TR

8.
AOCB

There had been some feedback following the request for information from all CCs regarding the impact of the closure of RAF Kinloss and the possible closure of RAF Lossiemouth.  It was generally felt by Cullen & Deskford that the full impact had not spread that far as yet.  There was some concern over the economic future for the area regarding education and health, Dr. Grays staffing levels, empty buildings and a possible decline in attracting other businesses into the area.  It was suggested that this question be raised again after the actual closures.
Some comments were made about the Economic Strategy Review and Forres commented that they thought the Enterprise Park in Forres was not properly promoted and was possibly a waste of public money.
An example of good practice was given at the Development Trust Association seminar.  The Boyndie Trust had developed its Visitor Centre creating around 70 training opportunities and employment for 30 people.  This was a community business with a turnover of in excess of £300,000 per annum.

9.
Date of next meeting
11th August 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chambers when Richard Lochhead is due to attend.
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