
MINUTE OF MEETING OF

THE JOINT COMMUNITY COUNCILS OF MORAY

HELD ON THURSDAY 10th February 2011 
7.00pm in The Council Chambers

Moray Council Headquarters
Present:

	Burghead & Cummingston C.C.
	Alastair Mackenzie
Chris Tuke

	Elgin C.C.
	Alastair Kennedy (Chair)

Murray Ross
Gordon Methven

Bryan Watson

	Findhorn & Kinloss C.C.
	Les Morgan



	Forres C.C.
	Bob Hellyer

Colin Lipscomb

	Innes
	Alan Bodman


	Lennox C.C.
	Margo Howe
Donald Cameron

	Strathisla
	Ian Ross

Keith Comrie


In Attendance:
Councillor Allan Wright, Depute Convenor
Tracey Rae, Community Council Liaison; Officer, 
Hilary Mott, (taking the Minutes); 
Stuart Crowther, Editor STV Local – Presentation
1.
Welcome & Apologies:

Apologies were received from Alex Macmillan (Elgin)  and Karen Hamilton (Dyke Landward)
Alastair welcomed everyone to the meeting including Stuart Crowther.
PRESENTATION
Stuart gave a short presentation on the STV Local website which is being sponsored by STV but is for local information.  This website will eventually be rolled out across the whole of Scotland.  The site is divided into sections currently covering Elgin, Lossiemouth, Forres and Buckie.  It is for the community to use (not STV).  Stuart is the community editor covering all and any events not just news items.  Anyone is welcome to add a report onto the website.  Work is being done with schools, councils, political parties and Community Councils to create individual local character.
Stories can be e-mailed to Stuart or can be interactive.  Access to the website is via local.stv.tv/moray this can also be /Elgin or /Lossiemouth or /Forres or /Buckie.  Alternatively there is a link on the Moray Council front page via STV.  Stuart can be contacted by e-mail stuart.crowther@stv.tv 
There followed a brief update from Councillor Wright regarding the budget following the Special Full Council meeting that morning.  The budget for 2011/2012 had been voted through by council outlining cuts of 9.4 million pounds. The implementation of savings was hopefully to be even handed taking into account the geography and equality of services.  The result was the loss of 75 posts across the council with the exception of home care where there would be some growth to cope with the increase in demand.
The £600,000 cut in the Supporting People Grant had been a mistake by the Scottish Government and would be refunded.  This refund has allowed a partial allocation to the continuation of shop mobility and a restricted service on the Cullen / Buckie / Keith bus service.  The shop mobility service is well used and the funding would maintain it for 1 year.  However there would be discussion regarding accommodation with possible relocation to cheaper premises.  The Moray Council will operate a dial-a-bus service to replace the BABS dial-a-bus-service which had now gone.  

Staff currently in posts that are to be lost will be offered one of three options.  

(1) Redeployment – there were vacancies available

(2) Voluntary redundancy on a selective basis

(3) Voluntary early retirement.
Any retraining would only be available through Jobcentre Plus.
Alastair thanked both Councillor Wright and Stuart Crowther
2.
Minutes of previous meeting
The previous minute was accepted as a true record of proceedings.  Proposed by Colin Lipscomb and seconded by Bob Hellier.
3.
Matters Arising
Alastair reminded the meeting that Alex Macmillan is retiring in March and it is hoped that his LLF duties would be taken over by Helen McIntosh.
With regard to the training requested by Strathisla, the ASCC is currently finalising an on-line training package that may be of some help.
4.
Reports

Community Planning Update
The Community Engagement Group had previously formed a sub-group to produce a structure for engagement.  This sub-group have had a number of meetings with a further meeting due on 15th February.  The group have found gaps in the present process of engagement.  A report will be produced for the Community Planning Board meeting on 31st March.

During a meeting of the Moray Task Force, Alastair had asked about the likelihood of improved Broadband coming to Moray.  HIE have presently accessed some funding to pilot super fast broadband and it is hoped that at least parts of Moray will be included in the pilot.  Alastair was disappointed as he had originally been told it could be Moray-wide.

Bob Hellyer explained that The Moray Council had paid for Local Authority broadband connections and wondered if these could be made available.  Bob agreed to contact HIE on this subject.
ASCC Report
At the Annual National Conference the presentations included one on STV Local and another on Common Good Funds by Andy Wightman.  STV Local is willing to do presentations to individual Community Councils.  Les Morgan has been re-appointed as the ASCC Area Rep for Moray.  The last Highlands & Islands. Regional meeting was held in Elgin in March 2009. The next will be held on 19 March in Dunoon; Les will be attending.  There will be a Common Ground Meeting in Glasgow on 26 March to discuss suggestions for changes to the ASCC management.   Forres CC suggested establishing a fighting fund for Common Good issues, funded by a levy on CCs.  Les will pass this suggestion to the ASCC. 
CCLO Report

There had been one resignation and two co-options.  14 issues had been reported all of which had been resolved within the given time scales.  The CCLO office is on the move to New Elgin Annexe.  Contact details and phone numbers would follow when available.
[Tracey’s new telephone number – 01343 559971.  Address – New Elgin Primary School Annexe, Bezack Street, New Elgin, IV30 6DP]
Treasurers Report
The current balance stood at £456.07.  The funding which had been due last October arrived and was banked in January 2011.
5.
Airgun Legislation  (Bryan Watson)
Following a series of incidents locally, Elgin CC intend to lobby for reform of the legislation regarding airguns.  Areas such as storage had been highlighted and this is an example of where Elgin CC wish legislation tightened.  Bryan suggested there is a need to consider changes to the law as there are currently in excess of half a million weapons in circulation, and he is seeking the views of other Community Councils.  He agreed to do further research and return to the next meeting with firm proposals.
In the meatime, could members take this back to their own Community Council, discuss and pass any comments to Bryan. 

[Bryans email address - b.watson@sky.com] 
7.
Information Sharing Session

Burghead & Cummingston

The subject of wind turbines was discussed.  Residents were not happy with the current plans for the siting of wind turbines.  There appeared to be some conflict between councillors and officers regarding the interpretation of the planning regulations.  Weekly lists were not always complete so comment could not be made.  Planning legislation was open to different interpretations by officers.  The current code of conduct did not allow Elected Members to comment on pre-determined applications.
Chris stated that because an application had been missed from the weekly list, there was no opportunity to object to it.  Given the controversial application Burghead and Cummingston CC are looking to reopen consultation on it.

Chris told the meeting that they had supported an Elected Members proposal to employ senior officers on fixed term contracts and reminded members they proposed this before directly to the ASCC.

Findhorn & Kinloss

Regarding the MOD houses, two thirds had now been sold even though house sales in Moray were down by 20%.  Discussions were still on-going with regard to the Community Centre.  The base at RAF Kinloss will close operationally 31st July.  It will cease to be a RAF base from 13th March 2013.
Lennox

Nothing specific to report.
Forres

The consultation with NHS regarding Leanchoil Hospital is on-going and a general meeting was to take place on Monday 14th February.
A 2nd meeting had taken place regarding the Common Good Fund and was attended by 60 / 80 people.  A committee had been formed to look into (a) Common Good in Forres and (b) Common Good in Moray.  A survey by Craigforth regarding the sale of land at Bogton will be presented to the Policy and Resource Committee on 16th March.

Elgin

The work had begun on a new street layout and traffic flow around Elgin.

Funding had been applied for to facilitate repairs to the Mosaic.

ID badges had been produced for the CC and this opportunity was open to other CC’s at a cost of £1.50 each.  The youth member of the CC had been unable to take up the post of secretary due to study pressures.  Opinions were being sought from local businesses regarding the possibility of Elgin becoming a “Fair Trade City”. 
Innes

December had been a “snow out”.  Innes are concentrating on promotion and engaging with community groups in their ward.  Some voluntary groups felt they had lost information since Innes CC formed.


Strathisla

They too had experienced snow disruption.  Police attendance at meeting was at 100%.  With regard to wind farms, Strathisla had 1 almost complete, 2 approved and more coming.  There were a number of potholes in the roads that had not yet been repaired, mostly on unclassified roads.   Murray Ross said that pot holes will be repaired but damage around manhole covers was the responsibility of the utility companies. In Forres the reaction from the Roads Department had been quite good.  

The council was moving into the Community Centre and have asked that any furniture and pictures from the Institute should be saved.

Forres CC reported that RAF Kinloss had furniture to spare.  If anyone was interested to contact Bob Hellyer.

8.
AOCB

A letter had been received from the Elections Officer regarding the change to Community Council Area Descriptions and Electoral Register Codes.
Alastair raised the issue of the mobile library.  It is currently underused and could be lost if it remains so.

There is to be a conference on Poverty and Deprivation on 15th March and Alastair encouraged attendance, particularly from Community Councils in identified deprived areas.
9.
Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Thursday 12th May 2011 at 7.00pm in the council chambers of the Moray Council headquarters.
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