
Forres Audit Findings
Forres has approximately 356 ha of publicly usable
open space. A large proportion of this is woodland,
which accounts for approximately 230 ha of the total
publicly usable open space in the Natural/Semi
Natural typology. See plan 1. 

1.1 Quantity of Open Space 
A primary typology was identified for each site and the
analysis below has been completed on primary
typology to avoid double counting sites. Where a site
includes a playspace or playingfields this has been
identified and measured to allow analysis of these
features.  

The greatest number of sites is within the Amenity
typology. This typology includes a variety of sites
including land for flood alleviation, roadside corridors
and landscaping strips within or on the edge of
development. There are no sites whose primary
function was civic uses, although this use could be
found in the Public Park and Garden typology, for
example at Mosset Burn which includes the war
memorial. There are only a handful of sites within the
Playspace and Sports Area category but these
functions are found within other sites. 

The Natural/Semi Natural typology, which is primarily
made up of large area of woodland, accounts for 65%
of the total area of open space. Playspace followed by
Sports Area make up the least area. 
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APPENDIX 7
FORRES

Number of sites
Public Parks and Gardens 7

Playspace* 4

Sports Area* 3

Natural/Semi Natural 9

Green Corridor 4

Civic 0

Amenity 13

TOTAL Number of sites 40

Area (ha)
Public Parks and Gardens 33.54

Playspace* 1.07

Sports Area* 5.36

Natural/Semi Natural 230.97

Green Corridor 48.43

Civic 0

Amenity 36.91

TOTAL Area (ha) 356.28

*Playspace and playingfields may be found in other typologies, see table below. 
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Sites may have more than one function and therefore
playspaces and playingfields are also found within
other typologies. The table below indicates the total
number and area of these.

This demonstrates that more sites are used for
playspace and playing field than is shown within the
overall figures for the primary typologies. The area of
playingfields appears lower than the overall “Sports
Area” typology because in the overall figures the
whole site area has been used and not just the area
that is a playing field. It should be noted that the
quality of the sites relates to the whole site and
therefore may not be representative of the condition
of individual playingfields or play equipment.

The open space per household /per 1,000 people has
been calculated by dividing the open space provision
by the number of households in a town or by its
population. Household numbers were identified using
address data and the population figures are based on
the census figures. A figure that excludes the
Natural/Semi Natural typology has been provided as
the high level of space in this typology skew the
figures. However, this typology is key to providing the
character and setting to many towns as well as
providing opportunities for walking and cycling. 

When taking into account all the audited space in
Forres the rate per household and per 1,000 people is
higher than the overall “Moray” figure by a significant
margin. Forres benefits from large areas of woodland
which provide an attractive setting and character for
the town but also provides recreational opportunities.
However, excluding Natural/Semi Natural typology
from the figures the open space per household is
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11
Sites 

1.19
ha 

PLAYSPACE

Good or Very Good
quality sites (number)

91%
Sites 

8
Sites 

5.53
ha 

PLAYING FIELDS

Good or Very Good
quality sites (number)

62%
Sites 

Total land audited Total land audited Audited land Audited land
in Forres in Moray excluding Natural/ excluding Natural/

Semi Natural Semi Natural Moray

Open Space 
per household 708.59 m² 584.48m² 161.81 m² 180.63m²

Open Space 
per 1,000 people 35.08 ha 28.89ha 12.47ha 8.93ha



below the figure for Moray and the figure per 1,000
people is above the overall Moray figure. It is difficult
to benchmark the quantity of open space in Moray
against other authorities, particularly as many Moray
towns are blessed with large woodlands on their
boundary. Reviewing the open space strategies of
other authorities the standards set vary but generally
range between 4 and 6 hectares. Overall the open
space in Forres exceeds this significantly and when the
Natural/Semi Natural sites are excluded Forres exceeds
even the highest standards set by other authorities.  

Fields in Trust, formerly operating as the National
Playing Field Association made recommendations on
planning for outdoor sport and children’s play. This
became known as the “6 acre standard”. Fields in Trust
recommends a minimum standard for outdoor playing
space of 2.4 hectares (6 acres) for 1,000 people.  This
standard only applies to Public Parks and Gardens,
Playspace and Sports Area. Comparing these
typologies to the “six acre standard” shows that Forres
currently achieves this standard.  The Playspace and
Sports Area typology however are below the averages
for Moray. 
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Type of Open Space Ha per 1,000 Six Acre Standard Moray

Public Parks and Gardens 3.30 ha 3.94 ha 0.8 ha 1.65 ha
Playspace 0.11 ha 0.25 ha 0.13 ha
(Playspace in other typologies) (0.12 ha) (0.24 ha)
Sports Area 0.53 ha 1.6 ha 0.94 ha
Playing fields (0.54 ha) (1.2ha) (0.62 ha)
Natural/Semi Natural 22.74 ha 1.8 ha 19.96 ha
Green Corridor 4.77 ha 4.63 ha
Civic 0 0.07 ha
Amenity 3.63 ha 0.6 ha 1.51 ha
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1.2 Quality 
Plan 2 shows the quality of each audited site in Forres.

11 sites fall within the highest quality category. Grant
Park (M/FR/OS/014) scored well as it is a welcoming
attractive park with multiple functions and facilities.
Sanquhar Wood  and Loch  (M/FR/OS/020 &25) scored
well due to the attractive paths and trails, the setting it
offered to Forres and the biodiversity value it provided.
The Dava Way (M/FR/OS/055) scored well primarily
due to the good connections it provided to the
countryside. Clunyhill (M/FR/OS/017) scored well as it
is a important landscape feature and provide multiple
signed paths. Mannachie Park (M/FR/OS/25) scored
well due to its location adjacent to new development,
the lit paths and well equipped playspace. The Mosset
Burn (M/FR/OS/013) scored well as it is a well
maintained attractive riverside environment and
provides a setting for the war memorial and Castlehill.
Muiry Council Wood (M/FR/OS/001) scored well due to
its biodiversity value and good path network. Forres
Enterprise Park (M/FR/OS/50) scored well due to the
high quality of the landscaping that provides an
attractive setting to the Park and the path network.
Cumiskie Crescent (M/FR/OS/ 041) scored well as it
was well overlooked playspace. Suenos Stone
(M/FR/OS/57) scored well due to the well maintained
setting for the stone and the connections to the cycle
path.  

15 sites fall within the lowest quality category.
Accessibility contributed to the low scoring for some
of these sites, either due to lack of any footpaths or
only rough informal footpaths being available. Some
spaces scored poorly due to their lack of any obvious
function or their condition. These sites are discussed
further below. 

62% of sites were classed as either as good or very
good when considered against the quality criteria. This
can be broken down by typology, which shows the
proportion of poor sites is highest within amenity
typology. 
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Number of Sites
Very Good 11 Good 14 Poor 15

Quality by Typology - Site Numbers

Public Parks Playspace  Sports Area Natural/
Semi Natural

Green
Corridor

Civic Amenity

3

3

1

1

3
1

2

4

1

4

1

2

1

2

4

7
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The poor park is at Califer Road (M/FR/OS/009) and
whilst parts of the space and the diversity of functions
(playspace, kickabout, amenity) are good some areas
were poorly maintained and unattractive with a lack of
landscaping, this detracted from the areas that were
good. The sports areas which scored poorly are the
Academy playingfields (M/FR/OS/004) and Thornhill
Playingfields near the medical centre (M/FR/OS/048)
scored poorly as access was poor and the spaces
unwelcoming. The natural/semi natural spaces which
scored poorly are Mannachie (M/FR/OS/049) due to
the overgrown appearance and lack of access but this
area has value as screening to development which
would otherwise be prominent, Wrights Hill
(M/FR/OS/059) scored poorly due to the lack of access
to the woodland, Croft Road (M/FR/OS/018) scored
poorly due to the poor access and lack of maintenance
however this TPO has value as it breaks up
development and enhances s biodiversity, and
Clovenside (M/FR/OS/037) due to the limited access.
The green corridor that scored poorly is the path to
the flood alleviation of St Leonards Road
(M/FR/OS/002) due to the unwelcoming entrances and
the lack of diversity. 

The amenity sites that scored poorly are at Forbeshill
Hilltop Road (M/FR/OS/051) where the function of the
space was unclear and access poor, at Twinning Link
(M/FR/OS/021) where the function of the space was
unclear and it was questionable if the area was open
to the public, Lochyhill Farm Track (M/FR/OS/052)
whilst creating an edge to the settlement the limited
planting and lack of connections meant a poor score,
the site at Mannachie Road (M/FR/OS/030) scored
poorly as it was grass only and primarily a traffic

management tool, the site at Woodside Drive
(M/FR/OS/007) scored poorly due to the lack of access
and overgrown appearance of the wood, the site off
Drumduan Road (M/FR/OS/035) scored poorly as it
had restricted access and limited function being a
grass area behind housing, and the flood alleviation
site at off Pilmuir Road West (M/FR/OS/044)scored
poorly due to its unwelcoming appearance and
restricted access. 

Whilst in terms of numbers the poor sites make up
38% of the number of open spaces in terms of area
poor sites make up a relatively small area (24.22ha),
which is approximately 6.8% of the total area of open
space. In general they make up relatively small areas of
their respective typologies with the exception of
Sports areas where there area of poor sites is greater
than the good sites. 
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Quality by Typology - Area (ha)

Public Parks Playspace  Sports Area Natural/
Semi Natural

Green
Corridor

Civic Amenity

66.69 0.65 4.9 210.69 80.65 2.37 21.98

22.92

6.108 36.39 876.77 169.39

1.72

43.7

3.64 0.55 11.79 40.75 11.45 19.74

Very Good Good Poor



1.3 Accessibility 
See section 5.1 for a description of how accessibility
has been assessed. 
Overall 98% of households in Forres were within 400m
of an audited site. Similarly 97% of households in
Forres were within 400m of a good or very good
quality site. The gaps in provision are small parts of
Anderson Crescent, parts of Pilmuir Road West and at
Forbeshill parts of Birkenhillock Road and Earlsland
Crescent.  See Plan 3 which shows the access buffer for
good and very good audited sites. 

86% of households are with 400m of a Public Park and
Garden, Playspace or Sports Area (or other sites
containing these functions). Approximately 81% of
household are within 400m of a good or very good
Public Park and Garden, Playspace or Sports Area (or
other sites containing these functions).See Plan 4
which shows the access buffer for good and very good
Public Parks and Gardens, Playspace and Sports Areas.

The main gaps in provision and potential solutions are
set out below:

Pilmuir – Pilmuir Road West, Califer Road, Drumine
Road and Blaven Court. Improvements to the park at
Califer Road (M/FR/OS/009) would provide access to
better quality provision. 

East of Forres – Croft Road, Doune Park, Springfield
Court, Findhorn Road and eastern parts of Drumduan
Road. This area is within reasonable walking distance
to Grant Park ranging between 500 – 650m and any
new provision in this area would be difficult due to the
extent of private ownership. 

Drumduan Park – Enhancing the quality and function
of the open space to the south west of Drumduan
Park (M/FR/OS/035) would improve access to better
quality provision. 

Forbeshill – Birkenhillock Road, north of Hilltop Road,
Earlsland Crescent and parts of Highfield. Improving
access to provision in this area is difficult due to the
street layout which is primarily cul de sacs. Improving
and enhancing the function of the site on Hilltop Road
(M/FR/OS/051) would improve provision. 

St Leonards Road – East St Leonards Road, Mackenzie
Drive, Brewsters Drive, Adam Drive and St Leonards
Court.  Improving provision in this area is difficult and
the best option would be to diversify the function of
existing spaces to include some play provision. 

Woodside Drive – Woodside Drive, Woodside Park
and Loch View. There are areas of open space within
these areas that were not audited due to their size. The
function and quality could be enhanced as these are
mainly just grass areas between housing. 

2 Open Space Requirements
New Development Sites 

Minimum requirements for open space provision in
sites designated within the Local Development Plan
are set out below. These should be read in conjunction
with the Strategy Standards and Park Hierarchy
Guideline which includes definitions of spaces. 

R1 Knockomie (South)
Site must provide a pocket park with playspace and
kickabout area. 

R2 Knockomie (North)
Development has consent. New ENV’s to be created to
protect the open space provision within these
consents. 

R3 Ferrylea
Phase 1 and 2 have consent for development. There is
a requirement for a Pocket Park within the conditions
of the phase 1 consent. Future phases must provide a
Pocket Park within the south eastern part of the site.
Path links must be provided to the woodland to the
south of the site. The masterplan shows extensive
landscape planting and woodland which must be
provided. This must include connecting paths to
encourage more active use of these areas to be made.
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R4 Lochyhill and LONG 1
The most northerly part of R4 has consent for
development and includes provision of a playspace
and a central open space to the north of Lochyhill
cottages. The remaining part of R4 must provide a
Pocket Park in the western part of the site. The LONG 1
must include a Neighbourhood Park with play area
and pitch. The Neighbourhood Park must link to the
neighbouring woodland and through to the provision
that is made within R4. The Local Development Plan
highlights that extensive structural landscaping must
be provided to integrate the development into the
surrounding landscape. This landscaping must also
seek to connect open space provision and provide
connecting paths to encourage more active use of
these areas to be made. 

R5 Burdshaugh
Development consented.

R6, R10, and LONG 2 –Dallas Dhu/Mannachy
Masterplan
A masterplan is being developed for this site and open
space provision must reflect the masterplan. The draft
masterplan shows a natural open space corridor which
the Dava Way will run through. 

R7 Thornhill 
Development consented with ENV designations made
in the 2015 Local Development Plan.

R8 Balnageith
R8 being on the edge of the settlement is distant from
existing provision and therefore improving access to
existing provision  and proposed provision within the
neighbouring development site will be necessary. 

R9 Plantation Cottage
Development must incorporate a Pocket Park within
its open space provision. 

R11 Pilmuir West  
The development brief for this sites proposes a central
open space and provision must be made for a small
playspace within this.  Improving access through the
flood alleviation site would make existing provision
more accessible 

LONG 3  West Park Croft
Provision of open space will depend on the location
and function of open space within R3 Ferrylea. A
Pocket Park is likely to be required and footpath
connections to the neighbouring woodland to the
south must be provided. 

BP2 Enterprise Park Forres Extension
BP2 requires a high quality environmental setting and
active use of this setting should be encouraged
through provision of elements such as seating areas,
connecting paths and public art. A landscape plan is
required by the site designation text to demonstrate
that a high amenity gateway site will be delivered.
Proposals must conform with the high amenity
standard of the Enterprise Park. Extensive structural
landscaping and open spaces must be provided to
integrate  development into the landscape and
complement the existing business park. 
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