
The greatest number of sites is within the Green
Corridor and Natural/Semi Natural typology.
Playspaces are also well represented. Many of the
Natural/Semi Natural spaces are woodland and the
Green Corridors include areas along the River Lossie
and roads. There is around 600ha of woodland or
natural/semi natural space and around Elgin.
Woodlands provide a well used resource, in particular
the Oakwood, Quarrel Wood and Mayne Wood which
have signposted routes. The central green corridor
which runs east to west through Elgin is a key strength
that provides visual amenity and attractive active
travel routes. 
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APPENDIX 6
ELGIN

Elgin Audit Findings
Elgin has approximately 820 ha of publicly usable
open space. A large proportion of this is woodland on
the edge of the settlement, which accounts for
approximately 600 ha of the total publicly usable open
space. 

1.1 Quantity of Open Space 
A primary typology was identified for each site and the
analysis below has been completed on primary
typology to avoid double counting sites. Where a site
includes a playspace or playingfields this has been
identified and measured to allow analysis of these
features.  

Number of sites
Public Parks and Gardens 5

Playspace* 14

Sports Area* 4

Natural/Semi Natural 18

Green Corridor 18

Civic 1

Amenity 10

TOTAL Number of sites 70

Area (ha)
Public Parks and Gardens 35.68

Playspace* 4.52

Sports Area* 20.6

Natural/Semi Natural 602.49

Green Corridor 135.04

Civic 0.6

Amenity 21.28

TOTAL Area (ha) 820.21

*Playspace and playingfields may be found in other typologies, see table below. 
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The cycle path along the flood alleviation scheme has
further enhanced this asset. This corridor is made up of
several different sites which run either side of the River
Lossie and while the function of each space is
important it is the combination of these and the
access between which enhances the quality and
character of this central green corridor. Elgin benefits
from a variety of different types of open space and
several of these such as Cooper Park and Doocot Park
offer several functions which help to create attractive
and well used spaces. Elgin also benefits from some
unique spaces such as the Biblical Gardens, the historic
town centre, and the Wards Wildlife Site. 

The Natural/Semi Natural typology makes up 73% of
the total area of open space. This is due to the number
of sites and also the extent of some of the woodlands.
The remaining typologies make up 27% of total area of
open space. 

Plan 1 shows the location of sites and their typology. 

Sites may have more than one function and therefore
playspaces and playingfields are also found within
other typologies. The table below indicates the total
number and area of these. * This figure does not include Deanshaugh as at the

time of the audit no playingfields were set out. 
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24
Sites 

6.19
ha 

PLAYSPACE

Good or Very Good
quality sites (number)

83%
Sites 

5*
Sites 

13.56*
ha 

PLAYING FIELDS

Good or Very Good
quality sites (number)

100%
Sites 

Total land audited Total land audited Audited land Audited land
in Elgin in Moray excluding Natural/ excluding Natural/

Semi Natural Semi Natural Moray

Open Space 
per household 713.36 m² 584.48m² 189.36 m² 180.63m²

Open Space 
per 1,000 people 35.46 ha 28.89ha 9.41 ha 8.93ha



This demonstrates that more sites are used for
playspace and playing field than is shown within the
overall figures for the primary typologies. The area of
playingfields appears lower than the overall “Sports
Area” typology because in the overall figures the
whole site area has been used and not just the area
that is a playing field. It should be noted that the
quality of the sites relates to the whole site and
therefore may not be representative of the condition
of individual playingfields or play equipment.

The open space per household /per 1,000 people has
been calculated by dividing the open space provision
by the number of households in a town or by its
population. Household numbers were identified using
address data and the population figures are based on
the census figures. A figure that excludes the
Natural/Semi Natural typology has been provided as
the high level of space in this typology skew the
figures. However, this typology is key to providing the
character and setting to many towns as well as
providing opportunities for walking and cycling.

When taking into account all the audited space in
Elgin the rate per household and per 1,000 people is
higher than the overall “Moray” figure by a significant
margin. This is due to large areas of woodland
provision and also the extensive central green
corrirodr.  Excluding Natural/Semi Natural typology
from the figures both the open space per household
and per 1,000 people is above the overall Moray figure. 
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Type of Open Space Ha per 1,000 Six Acre Standard Moray

Public Parks and Gardens 1.54 ha 2.63 ha 2.42 ha 1.65 ha
Playspace 0.20 ha 0.13 ha
(Playspace in other typologies) (0.27) (0.24ha)
Sports Area 0.89 ha 0.94ha
Playing fields (0.58 ) (0.62)
Natural/Semi Natural 26.05 ha 19.96 ha
Green Corridor 5.84 ha 4.63 ha
Civic 0.03 ha 0.07 ha
Amenity 0.92 ha 1.51 ha

It is difficult to benchmark the quantity of open space
in Moray against other authorities, particularly as
many Moray towns are blessed with large woodlands
on their boundary. Reviewing the Open Space
Strategies of other authorities the standards set vary
but generally range between 4 and 6 hectares per
1,000 people. The open space per 1,000 people in Elgin
exceeds these targets.  

Fields in Trust, formerly operating as the National
Playing Field Association made recommendations on
planning for outdoor sport and children’s play. This
became known as the “6 acre standard”. Fields in Trust
recommends a minimum standard for outdoor playing
space of 2.4 hectares (6 acres) for 1,000 people.  This
standard only applies to Public Parks and Gardens,
Playspace and Sports Area. Comparing these
typologies to the “six acre standard” shows that Elgin
currently achieves this standard.
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1.2 Quality 
Plan 2 shows the quality of each audited site in Elgin. 

13 sites fall within the highest quality category,
including The Wards Wildlife Site, Cooper Park and
Doocot Park. 

12 sites fall within the lowest quality category.
Accessibility contributed to the low scoring for some
of these sites, either due to lack of any footpaths or
only rough informal footpaths being available. Some
spaces scored poorly due to their lack of any obvious
function. These sites are discussed further below.

82% of sites were classed either as good or very good
when considered against the quality criteria. This can
be broken down by typology, which shows the
proprtion of poor sites is highest within playspace,
Natural/Semi Natural space, and Green Corridors. 
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66 Number of Sites
Very Good 13 Good 45 Poor 12

Quality by Typology - Site Numbers

Public Parks Playspace  Sports Area Natural/
Semi Natural

Green
Corridor

Civic Amenity

2

2
1

2

9

3

1
2
1

2

12

4

2

14

2 1

3

6

1



The poor sites are spread across the typologies with
the most in the natural/semi natural category and
playspace typology. The poor Public Park is the open
space at Bain/McMillan Avenue (M/EL/OS/006) which
whilst containing a good playspace the remainder of
the space lacks any character or function. The poor
playspaces are at Hardhillock (M/EL/OS/47), Lesmurdie
(M/EL/OS/62) and Reynolds Crescent (M/EL/OS/045).
At Hardhillock the site is to the rear of housing with
narrow access points, the play equipment was of poor
standard at the time of the audit and has since been
removed.  Similarly at Reynolds Crescent the site is to
the rear of housing with limited access and damaged
play equipment. At Lesmurdie the play equipment was
graffitied and some equipment was dirty. The sports
area is at Deanshaugh (M/EL/OS/028) scored poorly as
no pitches were set out at the time of the audit and
access was restricted in place by steps and fencing .
The Natural/Semi Natural spaces that scored poorly
are Lesmurdie Wood (M/EL/OS/026), Spynie Hospital
Wood (M/EL/OS/018), and Marleon/Leslie Place Woods
(M/EL/OS/021) these scored poorly  due to the quality
of the paths and access and unwelcoming appearance.
Lesmurdie House Gardens (M/EL/OS/010) also scored
poorly in this typology due to access provision which
is through private ground. Whilst scoring poorly these
spaces all have value as they provide screening to
development and break up development. Two Green
Corridors fall within the poor category.  The former
railway at Lesmurdie (M/EL/OS/074) scored poorly due

to the restricted access and overgrown nature. The
River Lossie/Lesmurdie corridor (M/EL/OS/63) scored
poorly due to its unwelcoming appearance in places
(graffitti, fly tipping). In the amenity typology Fairway
Avenue (M/EL/OS/007) scored poorly due to its lack of
clear function and long rough grass. 

Whilst in terms of numbers poor sites make up about
17% of the open space sites in terms of area the poor
sites make up only 4% of the total area of open space. 

1.3 Accessibility 
See section 5.1 for a description of how accessibility is
assessed. 

Overall 92% of households Elgin were within 400m of
an audited site. 89% of households in Elgin were
within 400m of a good or very good quality site. Gaps
in provision are shown in the table below.  See Plan 2
which shows the access buffer for good and very good
audited sites. 

There are gaps in provision of access to open space in
the following areas:  

West End – Provision is poor around Fleurs Place, parts
of Wittet Drive, parts of Pluscarden Road, parts of
Forteath Avenue, parts of Young Street , parts of Grant
Street and parts of Mayne Road.  
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Quality by Typology - Area (ha)

Public Parks Playspace  Sports Area Natural/
Semi Natural

Green
Corridor

Civic Amenity

30.9

0.41 4.9 62.55 76.31 0.6 8.82

2.78

3.568 7.1 526.79

50.23

11.46

2 0.55 8.6 13.15 8.5 1

Very Good Good Poor
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Central - Provision is limited in the southern parts of
South Guildry, Reidhaven, Academy Street, Moss
Street, Duff Avenue, Seafield Street, Seafield Crescent
and Maisondeau Place

When considering access to Good or Very goods sites
gaps in provision also appear at:

Lesmurdie – There are gaps in provision at eastern
parts of Lesmurdie around Woodside Terrace, Riverside
Drive and Leuchars Drive. 

76% of households in Elgin are within 400m of a Public
Park and Garden, Playspace or Sports Area (or other
sites containing these functions). 71% of households
are within 400m of a good or very good Public Park
and Garden, Playspace or Sports Area (or other sites
containing these functions). Gaps in provision are
shown the table below. See Plan 3 which shows the
access buffer for good and very good Public Parks and
Gardens, Playspace and Sports Areas.

Gaps in provision to a good or very good Public Park
and Garden, Playspace or Sports Area in addition to
the areas outlined are outlined below with potential
solutions. 

Bishopmill – Morriston Road, Hamilton Drive, Duncan
Drive, Duff Place, and Braemorriston Road. There is
open space provision at Elgin Academy (playingfields)
but this is not always available to the public.
Improvements should focus on enhancing quality and
access to Moriston Playingfields (M/EL/OS/051) and
Sherriff/Oldmills (M/EL/OS/061). 

Lesmurdie – There are gaps in provision at eastern
parts of Lesmurdie around Woodside Terrace, Riverside
Drive and Leuchars Drive. Improvement of the quality
and function of the open space to the east of this area
could improve provision (M/EL/OS/062) and
(M/EL/OS/063). 

Central – A larger area than outlined above expanding
more northwards to the town centre but incorporating
Victoria Crescent to.  There is some provision of open
space and sports at Eastend School, St Sylvesters
School and private facilities (bowling and Tennis clubs)
but these are not freely open to the public. Due the
tight grain of development and private ownership
new provision in this area is difficult. 

Westend - Larger area than outlined above with
Catherine Place, Rose Avenue, Moray Place and Wards
Road showing gaps in provision. There is provision of
open space area at Westend primary school but this is
not freely open to public. Land in this area is primarily
in private control and achieving new provision is
difficult. 

Linkwood East and Dunkinty – Parts of Bain Road,
Millbuie Street and Dunkinty are highlighted as gaps
in provision. Potential to enhance the quality of the
open space at Bain/McMillan Avenue  (M/EL/OS/006)
which would reduce the gaps in provision in this area. 

Parts of Beechfield Road, Ashfield Drive, parts of
Milnfield Avenue and parts of Linkwood Road
around Moray College –Gaps in provision are shown
in these areas. There are areas of open space within
these areas that were not audited due to size. The
function and quality of these could be enhanced as
these are mainly just grass areas between housing. 

South of Elgin High School – Gaps in provision
highlighted at Hardhillock Avenue, High School Drive,
Birnie Crescent, Kirkton Place and Golfview Crescent.
There are opportunities to enhance and improve the
function of open space within these areas e.g. Fairway
Avenue (M/EL/OS/007), Hardillock Avenue
(M/EL/OS/047) and smaller greenspaces between
developments. 

West of Sandy Road – Gaps in provision are
highlighted on western parts of Birnie Place, western
parts of Land Street, Murifield Road/Crescent, and
western parts of Springfield Road. There is limited
scope to improve provision as primarily private land
other than land at the side of Sandy Road. 
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2 Open Space Requirements
New Development Sites 

Minimum requirements for open space provision in
sites designated within the Local Development Plan
are set out below. These should be read in conjunction
with the Strategy Standards and Park Hierarchy
Guideline which includes definitions of spaces. 

R2 Thornhill/R5 Spynie Hospital North/R7 Birnie
Road/R8 Glassgreen/ R9 Driving Range Site/R10
Linkwood Steading
Development consent, new ENV’s to be created to
protect the open space provision within these
consents. 

Site R3, R4, and R12 Bilbohall Area
The Bilbohall area, including sites R3, R4 and R12, will
be the subject of a masterplan. The masterplan must
include new planting and open space on the edge of
the existing woodland and along the edge of these
sites to create a continuous green network. Links to
the core path, Wards Wildlife site and the Bilbohall play
area must be enhanced.  Facilities at Bilbohall
playspace must be enhanced and a kickabout/small
pitch included within provision to create a
Neighbourhood Park. A Pocket Park must be provided
in the south of R4.  

Site R6 Hattonhill 
The site must include a Pocket Park within its open
space provision. Open space must be on the lower
(northern) part of the site and buffer must be provided
to the river which should incorporate connecting
paths. 

Site R11 Findrassie
A masterplan has been developed for this site which
includes a central spine of open space which runs from
east to west and will be the focus of open space
provision for the development. The area will contain a
series of events such as an amphitheatre, sports
pitches, playspace, and places of interest such as the
school and local hub. Development and spaces will be
subdivided by woodland reflecting the woodland
character in the north of Elgin. Networks of
greenspace will provide links to Findrassie woods.
There will be green corridors with dedicated detached

footpath and cycle ways on various routes through the
development. Allotments have been shown in the
masterplan at various points within the R11 site. Green
corridor which will incorporate the existing pylon line.

R13 Hamilton Drive
Open space must provide amenity to housing and link
to core path provision. Existing trees must be
incorporated into open space provision. 

R14 Lesmurdie Fields
Open space to be provided below the power lines and
should be a sequence of linked parks and greenspace
which provides connecting paths. This must include a
Pocket Park.   

LONG 1 North East 
LONG 1 North East should build on the open space
provision with R11 Findrassie and look to provide a
green corridor west to east through the site. A north-
south off road connection from the existing old
railway path to Lossiemouth should be created
through the development.  

LONG 2 Elgin South 
Part of the Vision within the Elgin South Masterplan is
healthy living and this theme will be part of the focus
of the open space provision including provision for
sport, and pedestrian and cycle linkages. The
masterplan proposes a linear parks connecting
through the development areas and providing a range
of formal and informal activities. A central park will
provide a community focus and be complementary to
the neighbouring sports centre. Opportunities for
paddocks and allotments are identified. An application
has been submitted for the first phase of development
which include provision of sports centre, pitches,
pocket park and allotments.
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