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Surrounded by breath-taking scenery, the Northern Isles
boast some of the most remarkable ancient monuments in
Britain.

t

St Ninian’s Isle is connected to Shetland’s
South Mainland by one of Europe’s finest
natural sand causeways.

From 3,500 BC prehistoric marvel the Ness of Brodgar in
Orkney, to the 4,000 year old Bronze Age settlement of Jarlshoff
in Shetland, the Northern Isles are steeped in archaeological
treasures waiting to be discovered.
With up to three sailings a day from Scrabster and Aberdeen to
Orkney and Shetland, uncovering Scotland’s most fascinating
archaeology is just a sailing away.

www.northlinkferries.co.uk
/northlinkferries

@NLFerries

Orkney’s iconic and mystical Ring of Brodgar.
Part of Orkney’s World Heritage site, the 30
standing stone circle is free for visitors to explore.
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harrisonselgin.co.uk

Speyside Gardens Caravan Park is perfectly
located in Aberlour, the heart of Speyside.
Surrounded by some of the world’s best
whisky distilleries and scenic routes you
will be delighted with what is on offer in
the local area. The park is family friendly
and offers a number of facilities to ensure
your stay is as tranquil and enjoyable as
the surrounding countryside.

We are a family-run company based in Elgin offering fully project-managed home
improvements including kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms, windows, doors and
central heating systems in Moray, Highlands and Aberdeenshire.

Speyside Gardens hosts over 60 touring and
tenting pitches and welcomes motorhomes,
caravans and tents. All touring pitches have
electric hook-up and there are 16 which are
all weather – ‘hard standing’.
Also on offer are a number of fully furnished
rental holiday vans, perfect for both the
weekend getaway or for longer holidays.
For those looking for a more permanent
holiday home there is availability for static
caravan pitches.
For more information visit
www.speysidegardens.com
or please get in touch.

Speyside Gardens has many onsite facilities
ensuring that you will have everything you
may need.

•
•
•
•

SHOP
CHILDREN’S OUTDOOR JUNGLE GYM
AMENITY BLOCK
LAUNDRY

Why us?
What makes Harrisons different is our multi-skilled installers. All of our installers are skilled
in various trades to ensure maximum efficiency during your installation. No more waiting for
various tradesmen, our team are on hand to ensure you get your dream home at a good price
and an excellent standard.

/Harrisons551331

16 Linkwood Place, Elgin IV30 1HZ
Speyside Gardens Caravan Park - Aberlour
Tel: 01340 871586 I Mob: 07960 831067
Email: info@speysidegardens.com

Come and stay with us for
an unforgettable experience.

Open 6 days a week
Monday - Fridays 9am-5pm
Saturdays 10am-2pm

We offer a free design and quote service
with no obligation. So why not pop in
today and make an appointment or, call

01343 551331

3037934

Designed with
you in mind.
Visit our showrooms today and choose from a
large selection of kitchens and bedrooms designed
around you, with helpful and honest advice from
our own designers. Choose from a huge selection
of doors and cabinets to create a room experience
to suit both your style and budget.
• Top of the Range Brands Available - Burbidge,
Second Nature, Zurfiz, Franke, Blanco etc.
• Suppliers of Quartz & Granite Work Surfaces.
• Full Range of Appliances Available Including
Neff, Hotpoint, Rangemaster, Siemens etc.
• Trade & Retail Supplied

KITCHEN STUDIOS
Supplier of Kitchen, Bedroom & Bathroom Furniture MANUFACTURED
LOCALLY IN OUR ELGIN FACTORY by our own craftsmen.
8 COULARDBANK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE • LOSSIEMOUTH • MORAY • IV31 6NG
25 TYOCK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE • ELGIN • MORAY • IV30 IXY

TEL 01343 814994 OR 01343 542777 • FAX 01343 811333
Email: sales@jnkkitchens.nadsl.net • sales@jnkkitchenstudios.co.uk

3038035

Hopeman Sands Cafe

Visit the
Moray Firth Dolphins...
...On the RIB for an
adrenaline fuelled trip
or on the cruiser for
a relaxing experience
along the Moray coast.
We hope to introduce you
to our pod of resident
dolphins plus any other
marine life along the way.
Make use of our
self service café
and enjoy a picnic
on board the cruiser.

07909865073
Hopemansands@gmail.com

f
3037987

3038228
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OFFICIALGUIDE
Published by: Burrows Communications Limited
Cantium House, 2nd Floor, North West Suite,
Railway Approach, Wallington, Surrey SM6 0DZ
t: 020 8773 3000 • e: postmaster@burrows.co.uk
w: www.burrows.co.uk
Please note: This publication is wholly or partially funded by the
advertisers herein and the publisher. It is provided at no charge to
the council.
Our Advertisers:
We gratefully acknowledge the support of all the firms whose
advertisements appear in these pages. Without their help we would not
be able to produce this Guide. As a reciprocal gesture we have pleasure
in drawing the attention of our readers to their announcements, but
wish to make it clear that Moray Council can accept no responsibility
for their products or services advertised.
Front cover images:
Best way to see the Moray Firth’s abundant wildlife, including dolphins, basking sharks,
seals and a host of bird species, is by boat. Picture courtesy North 58 Sea Adventures
Hammer thrower Greg Walker competing in the Aberlour Highland Games
The Speyside Way Race, a 36.5 mile endurance race.

www.moray.gov.uk
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Thomson Garages Ltd
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 (01309) 676544
UNIT 3a & 5, WEST ROAD, GRESHOP INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
FORRES IV36 2GW
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Anderson & England
Helping your guests get the perfect night’s sleep.

Aspley divan

British standard BS7177:2008 (CRIB5)

OPEN MON-SAT 9.30-5PM, SUN 12-5PM LOSSIE WYND, ELGIN IV30 1QB TEL: 01343 547411
andersonandengland.co.uk

Young Highland Dancers compete at the
Aberlour Highland Games
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ROYAL HOTEL ELGIN

Dine and stay

We set standards that others aspire to…
Built by a whisky baron as a private residence, this house dates back to
1865 and is now a grade B Listed Building. It has many interesting
architectural features and boasts a most attractive neo Louis XV
main stairway.

The 50 cover restaurant at the Royal Hotel would like to welcome all residents and
non-residents to dine with us. Come and enjoy a new dining experience in a
fantastic eatery, set within the historic Royal Hotel. Locally sourced seasonal
produce used when available.

Lunches and sandwiches - served 12noon - 2pm Mon-Saturday
Weekly changing dinner menu - served 5pm - 9pm Mon-Saturday
Sunday favourites menu - served 12-2pm and 5-7pm

Station Road, Elgin IV30 1QW

01343 542320

Find us on

www.theroyalhotelelgin.co.uk
3037961
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INTRODUCTION
Moray Council is the local authority that provides services
throughout the Moray area.
The council is responsible for operating
a wide range of public sector services
including education, housing, social work,
planning, economic development, roads,
environmental protection and leisure.
While its headquarters are in Elgin, there
are also area offices in Forres, Buckie and
Keith.

Moray Council is also responsible for
the maintenance of 1,000 miles of road,
450 miles of footpath, 468 bridges, 16,000
street lights and 10,500 road signs.
As a housing authority, it manages nearly
6,000 council properties and operates a
council house waiting list.

In delivering services to the public, the council
and its partners are committed to improving
the quality of life for everyone in Moray.

It also provides housing which has been
specially designed, built or adapted to
meet the requirements of certain groups
such as the elderly and those with
special needs.

Moray has 45 primary schools and eight
secondary schools and the council currently
has responsibility for educating more than
13,000 school pupils. Its community learning
and development team is also involved in
arranging a wide range of classes and
courses for adult learners.

The council’s development control
section deals with thousands of planning
applications every year from individuals
and organisations seeking permission to
erect buildings or adapt existing ones.

The council operates a number of public
libraries, all with free internet and e-mail
access, and a mobile library which serves
users in more remote areas.

The section is part of the environmental
services department whose
responsibilities range from food safety
to flood protection and trading standards
to transport.

Waste management is another important
part of the department’s remit and each
year approximately 50,000 tonnes of waste
is collected from homes and commercial
properties in Moray.
The area has one of the best recycling
records of any Scottish local authority
and the majority of households benefit
from a kerbside recycling service.
There are more than 60 recycling points
located throughout Moray in addition to
eight larger recycling centres.
The safety of everyone in the community,
whether residents or visitors, is of
paramount consideration to Moray Council
and it was one of the first local authorities in
the country to insist that all school transport
providers fit their vehicles with seat belts.
Comprehensive details of the services
provided by the council are available on
its website at www.moray.gov.uk

Moray is one of the afforested areas in the UK

www.moray.gov.uk
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“

I’m delighted with my new Osprey home. It’s in the
perfect position, I love living here - it’s changed my life.
Lossiemouth tenant.

”

At Osprey Housing Moray we aim to make a difference to people’s lives by
providing high quality, well managed, affordable homes to rent. We already have
nearly 500 properties spread across 11 towns in the region and have an ambitious
development programme in place to build more over the next three years.

We provide a mixed portfolio of homes of various sizes meeting different needs.
With the addition of recent new builds in Lossiemouth and Buckie, and more to
come in locations such as Keith and Fochabers in the immediate future, these are
exciting times for us. Going forward, our goal is to build 100 new houses and
flats across Moray by 2020/21.
We work closely with key partners such as Moray Council, the Scottish
Government, funders, local developers and builders to help tackle and address
housing needs in the area. We are committed to making long term investment
in affordable and social housing across Moray and we want to do everything
we can to provide much needed housing, which is vital for everyone’s health
and wellbeing.
Glenn Adcook, Osprey CEO is unequivocal: “Providing well designed, comfortable,
energy efficient homes and looking after our tenants are key priorities and we will
continue to improve and diversify our services in the coming years.”
At Osprey we are reaching new heights and if we are able, we look forward to
helping you find a quality, affordable home.

Contact us I 01343 543210 I enquiries@ospreyhousing.org.uk I www.ospreyhousing.org.uk

MORAYPROFILE
Moray is one of the smallest regions in Scotland, but what it lacks in
size it more than makes up in scenery, facilities and quality of life.
For residents and visitors alike, it offers all
that is best in Scotland while retaining its
own unique identity and one of which it is
justifiably proud.
With a population of around 95,500,
Moray nestles between the rugged and
spectacular Highlands and the flat, fertile
farmlands of the north-east and although
it belongs to neither, it shares the best
elements of both – from the snowcapped peaks of the Cairngorms to the
unspoiled coastline of the Moray Firth.
Local industry is as diverse as the
landscape in which it is located and makes
a major contribution to the area’s
buoyant economy. Moray is the heartland
of the Scotch whisky industry and is home
to more than 45 distilleries whose brands
are savoured in just about every corner of
the world. Whatever country you’re in, you’ll
find a bottle of Speyside Malt for sale.

In the spirit of celebration, music plays a
vital role in the Moray community. There are
major music festivals every year, including
the traditional Speyfest and the Spirit of
Speyside, the latter linked to the whisky
industry. Venues for the performing arts
thrive in the area, and each town sustains a
lively artistic culture. Two thriving arts and
performance centres exist in Findhorn alone.
Traditional industries - farming, fishing and
forestry - play an important part in the
area’s culture whilst underpinning the
economy. In addition, two internationally
renowned food producers, Baxters of
Speyside and Walkers of Aberlour, have put
Moray firmly on the international map.
Moray’s recent history has been inextricably
linked with the Royal Air Force and its twin
bases at Lossiemouth and nearby Kinloss.
Both bases were founded in 1938 as the

prospect of war with Germany loomed
large and the RAF expanded to meet the
mounting threat and they have played a
key role in the defence of the United
Kingdom ever since. Although Kinloss fell
victim to the 2012 defence review and
closed as an air station, it was converted
to an Army base and is now home to 39
Engineer Regiment following relocation
from Cambridgeshire.
The area’s biggest town and administrative
capital is Elgin, which is also Moray’s
principal shopping centre. Many leading
national retailers are represented alongside
long-established local outlets.
Other main towns include Forres, wellknown for its successes in national floral
competitions; Buckie, with its fishing and
commercial harbour; and Keith, built on a
once-thriving textiles industry.

Snowboarding on Cairngorm mountain

www.moray.gov.uk
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Children’s Festival, Elgin

Sitting midway between Aberdeen and
Inverness, Moray prides itself in an
environment which is welcoming, friendly
and safe and where a true sense of
community thrives.
And while no promises can be made about
the weather, it boasts one of the most
equitable climates to be found anywhere
in Scotland.
Moray is a paradise for lovers of the
outdoors, with many designated footpaths,
cycleways and bridleways and with a
fascinating array of wildlife for those
interested in natural history.
The area has some of the best salmon and
trout rivers in Scotland while several coastal
marinas have been developed in recent
years to cater for the increasing number
of yachts and pleasure craft using the
sheltered inshore waters of the Moray Firth.
Moray can be whatever the resident or
visitor wants it to be – a place of peace
and tranquility or somewhere to exercise
the spirit of adventure.
Whichever it is, this guide can only scratch
the surface in exploring what the area has
to offer and the huge range of attributes
which gives it a place of its own in
Scotland’s rich culture and heritage.
Stretching from the high mountain summits
of the Cairngorms to the shores of the firth
to which it lends its name, Moray is a place
of outstanding natural beauty and splendour.
The rugged, awe-inspiring scenery of the
uplands gradually gives way to the Laich of

14

MORAY PRIDES ITSELF IN AN ENVIRONMENT WHICH
IS WELCOMING, FRIENDLY AND SAFE AND WHERE A
TRUE SENSE OF COMMUNITY THRIVES.
Moray, a broad tract of land which is among
the most fertile in Scotland and which
represents some of the most productive
farmland in the country.
Because of the topography, the Laich is
where the main centres of population have
evolved, among them Elgin and Forres along
with many smaller satellite communities.
Further inland, the more mountainous and
hilly terrain is dotted with small farms
where the soil does not lend itself to
growing crops and where cattle and sheep
graze on what sustenance they can find.
Streams of crystal clear water tumble down
the hillside and into the picturesque glens,
many of them destined to feed into the
River Spey, Scotland’s fastest-flowing
watercourse and one of the country’s
premier salmon rivers.
The only settlement of any size in the
upland area is Tomintoul which, at more
than 1,100ft above sea level, is Scotland’s
second highest village. It welcomes visitors
from all over the world during the summer
and its micro-economy relies heavily on the
tourist industry during peak season although
the proximity of the Lecht ski centre,
which straddles the frequently snowbound
Cockbridge-Tomintoul road, helps to keep
the wolf from the door in winter.

www.moray.gov.uk

As the Spey, the UK’s seventh-longest river,
continues on its way to meet the Moray
Firth, it passes through malt whisky
country – the spiritual home of Scotland’s
national drink.
The saying goes that while Rome was built
on seven hills, Dufftown was built on seven
stills – a testament to its status as the
world’s whisky capital.
Dufftown is at the hub of Moray’s Malt
Whisky Trail which brings together distilleries
where visitors are welcome to take a tour
and sample the end product of the timehonoured distillation and maturation
process. Many thousands do so every year
and the popularity of the distillery tours
among people from all over the world is
exemplified by the fact that Glenfiddich
Distillery at Dufftown, which blazed a trail
for the rest of the industry by launching a
visitor centre in the late 1960s, has itself
welcomed more than three million visitors.
As the Spey makes its way towards the sea
and encounters more low-lying land, its
pace slows.
It flows serenely past Aberlour and Rothes,
both also long-established whisky towns, and
onwards to Fochabers, a village that is home
to the world-famous Baxters food factory
still family-owned after more than 100 years.

Along its lower reaches the River Spey
traverses a low-lying and fertile plain which
runs across virtually the entire breadth of
Moray, from Forres in the west to Buckie
and beyond in the east. At the end of its
100-mile journey from its source in the
Monadhliath Mountains, the Spey empties
into the Moray Firth at Spey Bay.
Forres, the second biggest town in Moray,
has gained fame in recent years for its
consistently successful performances in
major floral competitions, not least among
them the prestigious ‘Britain In Bloom’. In
the 12th and 13th centuries it was home
to the kings of Scotland and features
prominently in Shakespeare’s “Macbeth”.
Close by is the village of Findhorn, with its
shallow bay which provides a natural refuge
for small yachts, and, at the other end of
a long, sweeping, sandy beach, the fishing
port of Burghead, which started life as a
Pictish settlement.
Some of Burghead’s Pictish past is still in
evidence and each year, on January 11,
townspeople celebrate the Burning of
the Clavie, an ancient ritual which dates
back to the town’s very earliest days.
Along the coast to the east lies the larger
town of Lossiemouth, which originated as
a port to serve the fast-growing Elgin, six
miles inland.
But Lossiemouth – or Lossie, as it generally
known – quickly established its own
identity as a thriving fishing port, although

nowadays its two harbour basins have been
converted into a yachting marina.
One of the town’s claims to fame is as the
birthplace of Britain’s first Labour Prime
Minister, Ramsay MacDonald, in 1866.
Continuing east along the coast and beyond
the River Spey come the communities of
Portgordon, Buckie, Findochty, Portknockie
and Cullen, all of which owe their existence
to the fishing industry. All were bustling
ports when the industry was in its heyday
in the first half of the 20th century but as
fishing declined only Buckie survived.
Increasingly tight quotas and the
decommissioning of vessels have decimated
the industry in Moray. However Buckie
harbour handles an increasing volume
of commercial traffic for the offshore
energy industry, and the area’s whisky
and timber concerns.
Keith is another town which has had to
look to diversify its labour base following
a gradual downturn in the industry which
helped sustain it for generations – textiles.
The town and the surrounding area have
a long-standing farming tradition and for
many years the annual Keith Show has been
Moray’s only major agricultural event.

For more than a thousand years Elgin has
been Moray’s largest and most influential
community while retaining its character as
a market town, with extensive green space
and amenity areas.
Its past is well documented and there
has scarcely been a period in its history
when some landmark event or other has not
added another chapter to the Elgin story.
The built heritage of the central area in
particular is testament to the town’s
status over the centuries and more
recent developments have been designed
in sympathy with the surrounding
conservation area.
Elgin is Moray’s principal retail centre
and has taken strides in recent years in
competing against its main rivals, Inverness
and Aberdeen.
The town, straddling the main A96 trunk
road and with a rail link to the east and
west, has seen a steady growth in
population in recent years and the local
construction industry has been kept busy
keeping pace with the demand for new
housing. Plans for more than 2,700 homes
on the outskirts of the town have recently
been approved.

LOCAL ATHLETE HEATHER STANNING PUT
LOSSIEMOUTH ON THE MAP BY WINNING THE UK’S
FIRST GOLD MEDAL IN THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPICS,
REPEATING HER SUCCESS IN BRAZIL 2016.

15

Energy
saving

Switching off non-essential
equipment in an office
overnight saves enough
energy to run a small car
for 100 miles.

Saving energy saves you money, protects your
reputation and helps combat climate change.
Your organisation could save up to 10% through
housekeeping actions which cost little or nothing.

Source: www.carbontrust.co.uk

Kitchen Worktops,
Fireplaces & Stoves
9-5 Mon-Fri • 9-4 Sat
Traditional and Contemporary designs supplied and fitted

Tel: 01343 547289

New Elgin Road | Elgin | Moray | IV30 6BA
e-mail: info@elgin-marble.co.uk • www.elgin-marble.co.uk

Craftsmen in marble since 1919
3038244
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A Warm Welcome Awaits
You in the City of Elgin
The beautiful, historic City of Elgin boasts
an exciting collection of unique & independent
specialist shops as well as many high street
names providing first class customer service
& making Elgin a City well worth visiting.
Find a full business map on the Embrace
Elgin website.
As well as the exciting shopping & service
offer, there are a superb range of places for
visitors to eat & drink with a wide selection
to suit all tastes & budgets. Choose from
Traditional, Italian, Turkish, Indian, Chinese
& Thai to name but a few. For a full list,
visit elginfoodanddrink.com
With a history dating back centuries,
the Castle to Cathedral to Cashmere
Heritage Experience allows you to explore
the last 1,000 years of Elgin’s past.
See elginheritage.scot
Elgin also hosts the oldest independent
Museum in Scotland. Entry is free.
Elgin BID is proud to host a Festival of
Events in the city centre; family friendly,
fun days, packed with entertainment
& competitions.
The website also offers a What’s On
calendar & information to inspire days out.
Visit the “Visiting Elgin” section of the site
to make sure you don’t miss out.

@elginbid
l
3038086

There’s fun for all the family at Morayvia’s Aerospace Centre
www. morayvia.org.uk

North Road, Kinloss, Moray IV36 3YA
T: 01309 691916 E: admin@morayvia.org.uk
Registered Charity SC042895

Registered Company SC404186

3038136
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ELGIN

GOLF CLUB

Founded in 1906, Elgin Golf Club is widely regarded as one of the finest inland
courses in the North of Scotland. Measuring 6,458 yards with par of 69 and a
standard scratch of 71, the challenging but fair course is a true test of low and high
handicap players alike.
Situated in the heart of Moray and Speyside, the golf course is kept in immaculate condition by the
green-staff and boasts stunning views over the town of Elgin and the Moray coast to the north
and the hills stretching to the distant Cairngorm Mountains to the south.
The clubhouse provides full catering and bar services where you will receive a warm
welcome from the friendly staff. PGA “AA” professional Michael McAllan provides
expert tuition and club fitting and also runs a well stocked shop.

Visitors and groups are always welcome at Elgin Golf
Club and there are a variety of corporate and
membership packages to suit everyone.

Hardhillock, Birnie Road, Elgin,
Moray IV30 8SX

Call: 01343 542338
Email: secretary@elgingolfclub.com
www.elgingolfclub.com

Seals taking a break on the beach at Findhorn. © North 58 Sea Adventures

NATURALHISTORY
With its diverse range of habitats, from mountain peaks, hillsides,
moorland, farmland, river estuaries and shoreline, Moray provides a
haven for a vast array of wildlife.
Much of the uplands of Moray lie within
the recently designated Cairngorms National
Park, while on the coast there are nature
reserves of national and local status.

squirrel and that the indigenous and much
more endearing red squirrel still survives in
reasonable numbers, although its future
remains a cause for concern.

The area’s birdlife is even more diverse and
makes Moray one of the most popular and
manageable destinations in Scotland for
birdwatchers.

The area’s largest mammal, the impressive
antlered red deer, is generally found in the
higher and more remote parts of Moray,
and is frequently encountered in herds
several dozen strong.

But perhaps the area’s most celebrated
mammal - and with good cause - is the
bottle-nose dolphin, a colony of around
130 of which lives in the Moray Firth.

Within an hour’s drive and a distance of
under 50 miles, enthusiasts can watch
golden eagles soar over the foothills of the
Cairngorms and sea ducks gather in huge
flocks in the sheltered inshore waters of the
Moray Firth. Two of Scotland’s most sought
after species - capercaillie and crested tit can be found in Moray. Both have extremely
restricted ranges and can be difficult to
connect with anywhere else.

Its smaller cousin, the roe deer, inhabits
more low-lying areas where it is associated
with open land for grazing and adjoining
woodland for refuge.
Foxes are relatively abundant as too are
badgers, while wildcat and pine marten,
which tend to have their stronghold in
more isolated parts of Scotland, have a
toehold in Moray. The crystal clear waters
of our rivers and streams also provide the
ideal environment for otters.
Moray is fortunate that, so far at least, it
has escaped colonisation by the alien grey

It is one of only two sizeable colonies of
the species in British coastal waters, the
other being in Cardigan Bay in Wales.
There are several vantage points along the
Moray coast where the dolphins are most
likely to be seen from shore, one of them
being Tugnet at Spey Bay, where Whale and
Dolphin Conservation has a visitor centre
and café.

Findhorn Bay is a staging post for many
thousands of migrating wildfowl and waders
in winter, and during the summer is one of
the most reliable spots to observe osprey
as they plunge into the shallow waters to
catch fish.

Grey and common seals are relatively
common offshore and can also be seen
at closer quarters as they haul themselves
out of the water to bask on the shoreline.

www.moray.gov.uk
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HISTORICMORAY
Moray is fortunate in the quality of its built heritage and has several
historic buildings to rival Scotland’s best.
In Elgin Cathedral, it has one of the best
preserved ruins in the country and one can
only wonder at what a magnificent sight
it must have been in its original state.
Dating from the 1200s, it was burned down along with much of Elgin - by the Wolf
of Badenoch in 1390 in revenge for his
excommunication by the Bishop of Elgin.
The sacking of the cathedral was followed
by two centuries of reconstruction, but
it began to suffer decay after being
abandoned in the wake of the Reformation
and in the early 1700s, a large part of the
building collapsed.
However, enough remains to this day to
make a visit to the cathedral, which is in
the safe keeping of Historic Environment
Scotland, a memorable experience.
Also open to the public is another Historic
Environment Scotland property, the nearby
Spynie Palace which for five centuries was
the residence of the Bishops of Moray.
As with Elgin Cathedral, it began to fall into
a state of disrepair in the 17th century and
much of the structure has gone, although
the impressive David’s Tower and other
parts of the building are still standing.
Pluscarden Abbey stands in a secluded
wooded valley inland from Elgin and is
home to a small community of Benedictine
monks who recolonised and restored the
building in 1948.
It was founded in 1230 but was gradually
abandoned after the Reformation and by
the end of the 19th century even the roof
had gone. A handful of monks from
Prinknash Abbey in Gloucestershire arrived
to reclaim the building after the Second
World War and in 1975, after 750 years as
a priory, Pluscarden was given abbey status.
Visitors are welcome but large sections of
the abbey are out of bounds to the public.
Brodie Castle, near Forres, is the ancestral
home of the Brodie clan although it has
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IN ELGIN CATHEDRAL, IT HAS ONE OF THE BEST
PRESERVED RUINS IN THE COUNTRY AND ONE CAN
ONLY WONDER AT WHAT A MAGNIFICENT SIGHT IT
MUST HAVE BEEN IN ITS ORIGINAL STATE.
www.moray.gov.uk

Moray is also fortunate in having a
number of natural features which are worth
a visit, although some are more accessible
than others.
The views from 2,775ft Ben Rinnes, near
Dufftown, are well worth the hike to the
top and in recent years the Friends of Ben
Rinnes have put in an immense amount of
work upgrading the path to the summit.
Randolph’s Leap, within easy walking
distance of the B9007 Carrbridge-Forres
road, is a deep gorge where the fast-flowing
waters of the River Findhorn have eroded
the sandstone rock.
Homecoming parade for the local RAF 51 Regiment after a tour in Afghanistan

been in the ownership of the National Trust
for Scotland for almost 40 years. Dating
from the 16th century, it houses a fine
collection of furniture, porcelain and art
and its library contains around 6,000 books.
Visitors are also free to wander in the
extensive grounds of the castle which,
in spring, are carpeted with daffodils.
Well inland, at the remote Braes of
Glenlivet, can be found a building which
during the 18th century was the only place
in Scotland where young Catholic priests
were trained.

Despite constant persecution, over 100
young men trained as priests during that
period. The seminary at Scalan played a
key role in keeping the Catholic faith alive
in the north and the Braes remains one of
its strongholds.
One of Moray’s best-known and most
distinctive structures spans the fastflowing River Spey at Craigellachie. The
single-span bridge was built by the
celebrated Scottish engineer, Thomas
Telford, and opened in 1814 and carried
vehicular traffic until the 1970s.

It takes its name from Randolph, a 14th
century Earl of Moray who was forced
to give up the chase after an enemy when
he leapt from one side of the chasm to
the other.
Another impressive natural feature are the
eroded red sandstone pillars which tower
above the Spey at Aultdearg, just upriver
from Fochabers.
Bowfiddle Rock at Portknockie is a striking
example of what the action of the sea can
do. In this case it has eroded the rock into
the shape of the bow of a fiddle, hence
its name.

Father Benedict at Pluscarden Abbey near Elgin
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BUSINESS:MAKEITMORAY
“The Moray area is constantly up there as one of the best places in Scotland to live. It's a brilliant place
to be, both professionally and personally. Moray offers a great lifestyle, it's close to the coast and some
beautiful countryside, with two cities an easy commute away. The two most important things to attract
businesses looking to expand or relocate are buildings and people, both of which we are in the fortunate
position of being able to offer. We have excellent skills and a strong work ethic in the area.”
David Oxley, Moray Area Manager, Highlands and Islands Enterprise

Top 10 reasons to invest
in Moray

business units, each flexibly designed for
office, lab, manufacturing and light industrial
purposes. Horizon Scotland, the business and
innovation centre at EPF, offers high quality
conferencing and meeting facilities plus fully
serviced office space on flexible terms.
Horizon Scotland is a great location to grow
or base your business.

From educational excellence to pioneering
innovation, there are many reasons to invest
in Moray. Here are our top ten.

High returns
Moray is a part of the best performing
economy in the UK, recording the fastest
growth in economic output in the country
in the decade to 2008. It is also one of the
most cost effective regions, with competitive
labour costs, ensuring best value and
enabling your company to achieve a high
return on investment.

Proven track record
Moray has the expertise to support the
growth of world class businesses. The region
is home to renowned food and drink brands,
from Walkers Shortbread to Baxters Foods
and numerous Speyside whiskies providing
high end products to international markets,
as well as small, high quality, niche producers.
Thirty years of operational experience in
energy-related engineering and fabrication
as well as the increase in engineering skills
make its coastal location perfect to support
Scotland’s ambition, to be a world leading
renewable energy powerhouse.

Pioneering innovators
A key partner within the UK’s newest
university, the University of the Highlands
and Islands, the Moray education system is
responsible for delivering the skilled
workforce we need. The collaborative
pioneering work of digital and medical
professionals in the region is putting
Moray on the map in the development
of Scotland’s digital healthcare sector. The
Alexander Graham Bell Centre is a centre
of excellence for digital health, research
and education based at the Moray College
campus. This facility will contribute to
success in creating important and strong
links between the private sector, medical
practitioners and academia.

Live. Work. Relax. Moray
Moray is a beautiful area to live in and visit.
National Geographic placed the Moray
coastline in the top ten for nature tourism.
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The Spey Valley, the Cairngorms National Park
and the surrounding Highlands provide a firm
foundation for Moray tourism. Moray has
been named as one of the top five rural
regions in Scotland favoured for its quality
of life. With affordable housing, great schools
and a dry climate, Moray is a great place to
live, work and relax.

Access to markets
Moray is located between Scotland’s oil
capital, Aberdeen, and the Highlands’ capital
city, Inverness, with easy access to rail, road
and international airport links. Inverness
Airport is only 35 minutes from Elgin, the
commercial and administrative capital of
Moray, while Aberdeen Airport is no more
than 90 minutes’ drive from anywhere in
Moray. Moray has better air connections than
most UK locations with 138 flights per week,
including 35 flights to London airports and
a daily connection into the international hub
at Amsterdam. Every UK city can be reached
within a single day of legal commercial
driving hours.

Space to grow
We have space for your business to grow
with high quality infrastructure across the
region, with locations such as the Enterprise
Park Forres (EPF), Elgin Business Park and
Buckie harbour. The Moray Council also has
a range of property across the region. Moray
offers high levels of broadband connectivity,
meeting your worldwide online requirements.
The Enterprise Park, Forres is proving to be
a thriving location for a diverse mix of
businesses. Developed by Highlands and
Islands Enterprise, EPF extends over 100
acres of land offering an excellent working
environment, with a range of high quality

www.moray.gov.uk

With over 60 acres to develop, the park
has the potential for a number of proposed
future units and sites. Indicative unit sizes
range from 3,000 to 100,000 sq ft, the size
and fit-out of the future units are flexible
and can be built to meet specific business
requirements. The park is already home to
a number of specialist companies who are
leaders in their field of work, including the
life science, IT and oil and gas sectors.
Buckie harbour, owned by Moray Council, is
located on the south side of the Moray Firth
coastline. The harbour is home to successful
fabrication, cargo handling, fishing and
renewables businesses. Buckie is considered
to be ideally placed as an onshore support
base for the proposed Moray Firth offshore
wind projects. A number of existing buildings
are available at the quayside for use and
vacant land is also available. The harbour is
identified in the Moray Local Plan 2008 for
industrial purposes, which favours the site
for industrial uses, including offices.
Elgin Business Park, adjacent to the A96, is
a 125 acre site to the east of Elgin. The
business park is proposed to have a mix of
industries such as retail, hospitality, business
and industrial use. Phase 1 of development
started autumn 2013.

Mansefield House is set in the town centre
of Keith, a thriving Highland town in Moray. It
is just off the A96, giving easy access to both
Aberdeen and Inverness. Mansefield House
provides office accommodation extending to
800 square metres over two floors, with one
floor being currently occupied.

Working together
Moray has developed a mature partnership
model of working which brings together
all aspects of its community. Eighteen
partner groups including Moray Council,
development agency Highlands and Islands
Enterprise, Skills Development Scotland, and
business, health, community and academic
representatives are working together to
support your investment in the area.
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Moray
Council and Scottish Development
International (SDI) all work together to
promote Moray’s strong portfolio of assets
and advantages to inward investors from
around the globe. These organisations can
support you with almost every aspect of
the decision making process, whether it’s
finance or IT, finding suitable premises or
staff recruitment, product development
or marketing.
Any business interested in exploring the
opportunities available in Moray will have
a dedicated team to work with every step
of the way, both before and after you’ve
made the move to Moray, helping to get
your business up and running quickly, and
building strong foundations for growth
and development.

Business support
Highlands and Islands Enterprise can support
every aspect of your investment project. The
team has a dedicated office in Moray which
can help to get your business up and running
quickly, and build strong foundations for
growth and development. We can help you
identify and access funding and provide a
comprehensive investor support programme.
Our team can talk through your business plan
and the financial needs of the business as
part of our wider discussions about what
Moray has to offer for you.

Strong work ethic
Moray offers a well educated, skilled
workforce with a great reputation for
customer service. Moray companies have

low turnover of staff and high retention
rates. Moray has a growing population.
The 2011 census shows an increase to
93,300 people resident in Moray. However,
the area has access to an even wider labour
pool. There are 236,000 people within a
one-hour drive of Elgin. Moray has 85% of
its working age population in employment
which is higher than the Scottish average
(80%).

Skills
Workers in Moray are more likely to have a
skill than across Scotland as a whole. Moray
College is part of the new University of the
Highlands and Islands (UHI) and has over
8,000 enrolled students. It offers a range
of degree and postgraduate courses. Moray
has a strong educational base. There are
eight secondary schools, which in 2011
produced 1,021 school leavers. Some 89%
went on to further/higher education or
to gain employment – above the Scottish
average of 82%.
Moray has developed concentrated activity
in particular areas including tourism, food
and drink, life sciences and manufacturing.
Food and drink manufacturers employ 10%
of Moray’s workforce. Employment in
professional, scientific and technical
activities now number over 8,300 individuals
and over 8,000 people are employed in
engineering disciplines.

Key sector profiles
Life sciences
There are a number of strands of life
sciences activity emerging in Moray. The
area has a growing reputation in developing
digital and online technologies to improve
service delivery and efficiency. Although
these strands have emerged independently,
they are complementary and have arisen
because of the unique health ecosystem
found in Moray.
Collaboration between the cutting edge
work of experts from Dr Gray’s Hospital in
Elgin and care and health services in the
community means it is in a strong position
to develop, pilot and test comprehensive
digital healthcare models. The Alexander
Graham Bell Centre will complement the
existing digital healthcare activity being
carried out in Moray.

Engineering, production and manufacturing
Moray is a natural location to establish an
engineering business to support the oil and gas
and renewable energy sectors. With its long
history as an engineering and fabrication base
for the oil and gas and distillation industries, it
is perfectly placed for diversification into the
renewable energy supply chains.
Electrical and mechanical engineering skills
are highly developed in the local workforce,
including those making the transition from
armed forces to civilian life. The strengths
of engineering, combined with the strategy
to diversify the benefits of the oil and gas
industry around Scotland, put Moray in a
prime position as a great place to invest.

Business services
Moray offers an available workforce with
a great reputation for business process
outsourcing, with leading process and
outsourcing company Capita being located
on EPF. The region’s location represents cost
efficiencies with lower average rents and
salaries, while providing an experienced and
loyal workforce which is highly skilled in
delivering excellent customer service.

Food and drink
Moray has some of the strongest food and
drink export businesses in Scotland, including
some of the world’s leading brands, ranging
from indigenous Baxters Food Group and
Walkers Shortbread to the world’s leading
premium drinks business, Diageo. There is
also a strong presence of independent
international seafood companies. The Scotch
whisky industry is centred in Speyside. The
strength of Speyside’s heritage has attracted
significant investment.

Tourism
Moray provides a firm foundation for a high
value tourism sector and represents a hidden
opportunity. The location is highly accessible
and has a tremendously varied tourism offer
that is yet to be fully exploited. Mountains,
coast, forestry, National Park and market
towns offer outdoor and indoor pursuits.
The area is also a base for international and
national tourism businesses with a
requirement for hotel accommodation.
To find out more call 01309 696000
or visit www.enterpriseparkforres.co.uk
www.hie.com
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QUALITY ROOFING TAKES KNOW-HOW
MACLEOD ROOFING KNOWS HOW

OVER 25 Years

OF KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE
FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND
Slating and Tiling • Shingles and Shakes • Flat Roofing
Green Roofs • Guttering, Facias and Soffits
Profile Sheeting and Cladding • Lead Work • Stone Work

Macleod Roofing Ltd
37 Henderson Drive, Inverness IV1 1TR

Call: 01463 729297 I Fax: 01463 237723
Email: info@macleodroofing.co.uk I www.macleodroofing.co.uk
Committed to

3038271

Eden Watermill is a unique Gift Shop and Tea
Room nestled in the countryside between
Banff and Turriff.
We sell a range of Art and Hand Crafted Gifts,
including Harris Tweed and Tartan Handbags
created in the Mill studio by Needlenose Arts.
Our Tea Room offers a range of refreshments,
as well as home baked scones, bread and
freshly prepared light lunches.
The wood burner will keep you cosy
on those chillier days or, if the sun is
shining, enjoy dining outside on the
deck to the sounds of birdsong.
Open: Thursday to Monday 11-4
Closed: Tuesdays and Wednesdays
Eden Watermill Gift Shop, King Edward, Banff, Aberdeenshire AB45 3LP

Tel: 01261 821677 Email: info@edenwatermill.com
www.edenwatermill.com
3038169

24

SUNNINGHILL HOTEL
Hay Street • Elgin

The Sunninghill Hotel stands
imposingly within its own grounds,
a short walk from the historical
centre of Elgin.
The Sunninghill is the perfect
destination for business, pleasure
or any special celebrations.
A Victorian house which has been
extensively renovated over the
years, the Sunninghill provides
a relaxed and friendly environment
in which freshly cooked meals are
prepared daily by our team of chefs
using the best of local Scottish
produce. Our bar houses an
extensive range of the finest Malt
Whiskies and several real ales.
We also have specialist Scottish
Gin and Cocktail menus available.
Whatever your reason for choosing
the Sunninghill, we strive to
provide a relaxing and friendly
environment combined with a
personal touch.
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• GARDEN/PATIO FOR GUESTS' USE • HOTEL RESTAURANT

SUNNINGHILL HOTEL

Hay Street
Elgin
Scotland
IV30 1NH

tel: 01343 547 799
3038070
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GOLF, OTHERGOODWALKS
& GRANDDAYSOUT
When it comes to choice and quality of golf courses, Moray can
justifiably claim to be well above par.
Few areas of similar size in Scotland – the
home of golf – can have as many courses
of such a high standard.
Thousands of people visit Moray every year
simply to sample its golfing facilities, and
they do not go away disappointed.
There are courses to suit all abilities, from
high handicappers to those who play the
game at the very top level, all of whom
have a choice of lush parkland courses or
challenging links courses. Not only that,
Moray also boasts some of the cheapest
golf anywhere in the country. Where else
can you enjoy a day’s golf for as little as £20?
Moray Golf Club in Lossiemouth, with its
two 18 hole links courses, was founded
in 1889 and its 6,687 yard Old Course is
generally regarded as one of the best in
the north of Scotland. The 18th, with a
cavernous bunker guarding the green, is

widely regarded as one of the most
demanding finishing holes in Scottish golf.
The New Course, at just over 6,000 yards,
was designed by Sir Henry Cotton and has
also gained a reputation as a tough test of
golf since it opened for play in the late 1970s.
At the opposite end of the golfing spectrum
is Dufftown Golf Club, perched high on a
heather-clad hillside amid some of Moray’s
most beautiful scenery.
While Moray is at sea level and, as far as golf
courses go, as flat as a pancake, to caddy at
Dufftown requires the stamina of a Sherpa.

Dufftown also has one of the shortest
holes in Scotland – just 67 yards off the
visitors’ tee but with a deep ravine between
tee and green.
One of the first things that strikes the
visitor to Cullen Golf Club is how it was
possible to squeeze an 18-hole course into
such a narrow strip of land adjacent to the
sandy beach.

THERE ARE COURSES TO SUIT ALL ABILITIES, FROM
HIGH HANDICAPPERS TO THOSE WHO PLAY THE
GAME AT THE VERY TOP LEVEL...

One of the two links courses at Lossiemouth
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The ninth tee stands 1,294ft above sea
level, making it one of the highest in
Britain. The drop from tee to fairway is
200ft, with a further drop of 130ft to the
green.

www.moray.gov.uk

Glenlivet’s bike trails offer a great place to get out with the family © Cycletherapy

The original nine holes were laid out by
Old Tom Morris, often regarded as the
father of golf, in 1870 and the course now
has an outward nine which go up, over and
down 80ft cliffs, and a home nine which
hug the shoreline.

LOVERS OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS ARE WELL
CATERED FOR IN MORAY, AND WITH ENDLESS MILES
OF FOREST, MOORLAND AND COASTLINE, IT IS A
PARADISE FOR WALKERS AND CYCLISTS.

Garmouth and Kingston, on the banks of the
River Spey, and Hopeman share the
distinction of being part links, part parkland
courses, while both of Buckie’s courses,
Buckpool and Strathlene are longestablished links courses, as is Spey Bay.

the king of fish is beyond the pocket of
most people, limited day tickets can be
obtained through local angling associations.

Elgin and Forres are two of Moray’s most
popular parkland courses, with tree-lined
fairways and immaculately manicured
greens, and both have hosted major
tournaments.
There are also golf courses at Keith and
Rothes – the latter is nine holes and was
opened only in 1990 – while there are two
nine-hole pay-as-you play courses at the
Kinloss Country Golf Club.
Mavertson, near the village of Urquhart, is a
new parkland golf complex with an 18-hole
course and a nine-hole par 3 course.
Golf is also a recent innovation at
Ballindalloch Castle where the course, set
in magnificent surroundings on the banks
of the fast-flowing River Avon, has nine
holes and 18 tees. The configuration
enables golfers to play two distinctive
sets of nine holes.
Moray has two of the finest salmon rivers in
Scotland in the Spey and the Findhorn and
while the cost of pitting one’s wits against

Fishing is also available on several wellstocked lochs in the area and in recent
years a number of man-made fisheries
have also been created to cater for angling
enthusiasts.
The Speyside Way is one of four official
long-distance routes in Scotland and
stretches 65 miles from Aviemore to
Buckie.
It follows the course of the River Spey
for much of the way and since it opened
in 1981, many thousands of walkers have
enjoyed the beautiful scenery through
which it passes.
There are many other way-marked walks
throughout Moray, including the sprawling
Culbin Forest and the Glenlivet Estate, and
there is also a trail which links the towns
and villages situated along Moray’s 50 miles
of coastline.
The increase in the popularity of
mountain biking has not bypassed Moray
and, largely due to the efforts of the
Forestry Commission, the area now has
a number of woodland trails with

courses for both novices and experienced
mountain bikers. The Glenlivet Estate –
part of the UK Crown Estate – has very
recently opened one of the area’s most
challenging mountain bike trail through
woods, hills and moorland across the
southern part of the area.
The growth in popularity of weekend
sailing has seen several former fishing ports
along the Moray coast converted to
yachting marinas in recent times, most
notably Lossiemouth, Hopeman, Findochty
and Portknockie.
Royal Findhorn Yacht Club overlooks
scenic Findhorn Bay and the Moray Forth
and enjoys some of the safest and most
sheltered moorings anywhere in the area.
Lovers of the great outdoors are well
catered for in Moray, and with endless
miles of forest, moorland and coastline,
it is a paradise for walkers and cyclists.
Moray has added another string to its bow,
with Forres being chosen to host the annual
European pipe band championships until
2018. The inaugural event was a huge
success and attracted 120 bands and saw
17,000 spectators crowd into Grant Park in
a single day.

27

ENVIRONMENTAL

SPECIALIST

M AKI N G T H E U K A N D I R E L AND A S AFER P L ACE TO L IV E AND W ORK

Scotland’s premier asbestos
removal experts.

Over 40 years’ experience in the asbestos industry
01343 556633

info@enviraz.co.uk

www.enviraz.co.uk
3038273

BISHOPMILL
P H A R M A C Y
W W W. B I S H O P M I L L P H A R M A C Y. C O . U K

Health advice
Online shop
Repeat prescriptions
Bishopmill Pharmacy is Elgin's only independent pharmacy. As an independent pharmacy we are able to order
from numerous wholesalers, giving us access to a wide range of prescription and non-prescription medicines
and products that the other pharmacies may not be able to obtain.
We are not content to sit on our laurels, and strive to improve our services at all times. Our aim is to offer a
personal service to each and every one of our customers no matter what the question is.

01343 547393 • a.smith7@nhs.net • 20 North Street, Bishopmill, Elgin, Moray IV30 4EF
3037951
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Asiabani…
Award-winning

The only organic hair salon in Moray
Asiabani only uses the best
organic hair products

CERTIFIED ORGANIC

Morriston Road
Elgin UK
01343-556637
www.asiabani.com
3038071
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Elgin’s Newest Coffee Shop

Serves Breakfast, Lunch, Coﬀee, Tea & Soft Drinks
Takeaway & Delivery • Ideal for Groups or Parties
Catering Service Available • Good for children

26 Thunderton Place, Elgin, Moray IV30 1BG

01343 551697
NEW OPENING HOURS
MON-SAT 8.30am - 5:30pm
3038055
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TOWNS
Elgin
With the imposing ruins of its medieval
cathedral standing witness to its often
turbulent history, Elgin is, and has been
for centuries, Moray’s principal settlement.
It is the main administrative centre and is
the economic, commercial, industrial and
social hub of Moray.
Its population of 23,000 is more than twice
that of the next largest centre of population
and it is the main work destination from
within Moray and beyond.
Elgin has been the traditional seat of local
government for generations and is where
Moray Council, the unitary authority
charged with delivering services to the
public, has its headquarters.
A city and royal burgh, Elgin was granted
its charter by David I in 1136 and became
a cathedral city in the early 13th century.
Although the cathedral was razed to the
ground in 1390 by the marauding Wolf of
Badenoch, the shell of the building remains
Elgin’s most impressive landmark.
It is in the ownership of Historic Environment
Scotland and every year attracts thousands
of visitors from all over the world.
The Elgin skyline is dominated by the 80ft
monument to the 5th Duke of Gordon
which stands on Ladyhill, a prominent
mound which was once the location of
Elgin Castle, little of which has survived
the ravages of time.
Although Elgin continued to flourish down
through the centuries and established its
credentials as the area’s main commercial
centre, not everyone was impressed.
In 1773 the celebrated essayist and
lexicographer Dr Johnson and his travelling
companion and biographer, James Boswell,
stopped off during their journey to the
Hebrides and found it a “place of little
trade, and thinly inhabited.”
They also bemoaned the fact that the
dinner served up to them at the best inn in
town was inedible.
“Such disappointments,” they said, “must be
expected in every country where there is no
great frequency of travellers.”

ELGIN’S POPULATION OF 23,000 IS MORE THAN
TWICE THAT OF THE NEXT LARGEST CENTRE OF
POPULATION AND IT IS THE MAIN WORK
DESTINATION FROM WITHIN MORAY AND BEYOND.
More than two centuries on, Elgin is well
served in terms of transport links, located
as it is on the A96 trunk road and the
Aberdeen-Inverness railway line, with the
area’s main bus terminus sited close to the
town centre.
Inverness airport, with routes to destinations
around Britain, is only 45 minutes away while
the larger regional airport at Aberdeen is
little more than an hour’s drive.
Elgin also stands on the River Lossie.
Although normally benign, it has been
the source of severe flooding on several
occasions over recent years and as a
consequence of which work has recently
been completed on an £86 million flood
alleviation scheme.
Funded by the Scottish Government and
Moray Council, it represents the biggest
project of its kind undertaken in Scotland.
As the capital of Moray, Elgin supports
a thriving commercial and industrial
sector with many national companies
having a presence.

www.moray.gov.uk

Elgin’s bustling town centre, with St Giles’
Church at its heart, was pedestrianised in
the mid 1990s and is Moray’s busiest
shopping centre.
The central area is characterised by a
series of historic pends - or closes - which
run at right angles off the High Street and
which were once teeming with families
living cheek-by-jowl. Visitors to the town
have a choice of hotels and guesthouses
in which to stay and Elgin boasts a variety
of pubs and good quality restaurants to suit
all tastes.
Within only a few minutes’ walk of the
town centre is Elgin’s jewel in the crown,
the Cooper Park which, with its boating
pond and acres of parkland, has been
popular with generations of local people
and visitors.
Close to the cathedral, where those
energetic enough to climb to the top of
the tower can enjoy panoramic views of
the town, is the Biblical Garden, a haven of
peace and tranquility planted with flowers
and shrubs which feature in the Bible.
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Call us today
for a FREE QUOTE
Whether you're
looking to move
home, across
town or to the
other side of the
country, we'll
be able to help.

Whether you need
assistance clearing
your home, garage or
loft or you need help
with the entire move,
we'll be more than
happy to assist.

Are you moving your
business to other
premises? Are you
moving your office to a
new floor in your current
building? Let us help
you.

If you need us to hold
onto your personal or
business belongings, we
have storage space to be
hired for as long as you
need.

easymove-elgin.co.uk
01343 559 594 or 07912 424512
easymoveremovals@live.co.uk 1
3038254

Soft FFururnishings
Soft Furnishings by Isobel offer a truly bespoke
service to create your window treatments and
home accessories.
Whether you already know exactly what you
want to achieve, need some inspiration and
advice or even a complete design service, we
can help you to develop your ideas to suit your
vision, your home and your budget.
Curtains I Curtain Poles/Tracks I Cushions
Pelmets I Tie Backs I Valences
Domestic & contract work undertaken.

19 Blackfriars Road, Elgin, Morayshire, Scotland. IV30 1TY
T: 01343 200010 I M: 07751 696967 I www.curtains-elgin.uk
3038154
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Elgin’s award-winning local museum,
which can be found at the east end of High
Street, houses an internationally renowned
collection of fossils and Pictish artefacts
in addition to Roman coins found at an
important archaeological site at Birnie,
near Elgin.
In Dr Gray’s, Elgin boasts one of the most
modern and best-equipped hospitals outside
the major Scottish cities, while Moray College
- part of the University of the Highlands and
Islands - provides further education for
thousands of students from a wide area.
Elgin has two secondary schools and seven
primary schools and is also well-served in
terms of sports and recreational facilities.

The Moray Leisure Centre has a swimming
pool, ice rink and gymnasium while there
are also a number of privately-run gyms
and martial arts studios in the town.
Bowlers are well catered for with an
indoor stadium and three outdoor
greens, while Elgin Golf Club, on the
outskirts of the town, welcomes visitors
to pit their skills against the challenging
and well-maintained Hardhillock course.
Elgin City play in the Second Division of the
Scottish Football League, although their
finest hour came when, as a Highland
League club, they progressed to the
quarter-finals of the Scottish Cup in season
1967-68.

www.moray.gov.uk

Something that the visitor to Elgin will not
find are the Elgin Marbles whose connection
with the town are, to say the least, tenuous.
As most school children know, the Marbles
are a collection of priceless sculptures
removed from Athens in the early 19th
century by the 7th Earl of Elgin during his time
as British Ambassador to Constantinople. The
Marbles are in the British Museum in London
and have been the subject of a long-running
and often bitter campaign by the Greek
government to have them returned.
The title of Earl of Elgin was created in 1633
but, other than in name, the family has no
link with Elgin. The ancestral seat is, in fact,
in Fife.
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Forres
Forres has gained well-earned fame for
its run of successes in national floral and
environmental competitions stretching
back more than 20 years.
The town has won a string of accolades in
major events such as ‘Britain In Bloom’ and
‘Beautiful Scotland In Bloom’ which are a
credit to the pride residents take in their
local community.

summer and commands spectacular views
over Forres and beyond.
High on the list of the town’s many assets
is the Falconer Museum, founded in 1871
and recently the subject of a £650,000
refurbishment.
It was founded with a bequest from one of
Forres’s most famous sons, Dr Hugh Falconer,
an eminent Victorian geologist, botanist and
palaeontologist.

Grant Park provides a magnificent eastern
gateway to the town with its floral
sculptures, sunken garden and parkland
with an imposing woodland backdrop.
Forres has long been considered one
of Moray’s greener and more pleasant
communities with an identity all of its own.
A historic town, it features in Shakespeare’s
“Macbeth” where the three witches of
hubble, bubble, toil and trouble fame meet
on “a blasted heath near Forres” .
Sueno’s Stone, a 20ft high monolith, stands
at the edge of the town close to the A96
trunk road and dates from Pictish times.
Now encased in glass to protect it from
the elements, the stone carries intricate
carvings believed to depict an ancient battle.
Standing on Clunyhill and overlooking
Forres is Nelson’s Tower, built by public
subscription to commemorate Nelson’s
victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.
Commissioned by the Forres Trafalgar Club,
it was the first monument erected in
Nelson’s honour following his death.
The 65ft octagonal tower, with its 96 steps
to the top, is open to the public during the
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The museum houses a wide-ranging
collection which includes many of the
fossils which Falconer collected during his
illustrious career, along with some of his
personal papers.
It also has a section on the late Roy
Williamson, who lived in Forres and wrote
“Flower of Scotland”.
Just outside Forres near Kinloss is the
recently formed Morayvia centre, which

celebrates the area’s long association with
the RAF and aircraft. The centre houses
many exhibits of real aircraft outside, and
interesting memorabilia indoors.

Buckie
Buckie is Moray’s largest coastal
settlement and owes its existence to
the fishing industry which continues to
make a valuable contribution to the
town’s economy.
Many of those who have been steeped
in the fishing industry have made good
use of their skills learned at sea by
transferring to standby vessels and
supply ships associated with the North
Sea oil industry.
Although the number of fish landings
made at Buckie has reduced in recent
times, the harbour is busy with
commercial traffic and also has Moray’s
only RNLI lifeboat station.

Unsurprisingly, the area is also home to
companies whose business is harbourrelated, such as fish processors and ships’
chandlers. The importance of the fishing
industry and ancillary industries to Buckie
past and present is in evidence at the
Buckie Fishing Heritage Centre near the
town centre.
The centre houses a vast range of items and
photographs dating back generations and
has recently been renovated and extended
to show off the collection to better effect.
In characteristic fisherfolk fashion, many of
the houses in the older parts of Buckie such
as the Yardie and Portessie are built side-on
to the sea to present as small a profile as
possible to stormy weather coming in off
the Moray Firth.
Buckie’s most prominent landmark, which
can be seen from miles around and was a
welcome sight for fishermen as they
approached the safety of their home port
after days at sea, is St Peter’s Church, which
stands sentinel over the town and is Britain’s
only twin-spired Roman Catholic church.
Cluny Square marks the centre of Buckie,
with most shops and offices located on
East Church Street, West Church Street
and High Street.
Buckie, whose leisure facilities include a
swimming pool and fitness centre, has a
holiday caravan park at Strathlene, on the
eastern edge of the town and only yards
from a small sandy stretch of beach.

Lossiemouth
Lossiemouth’s founding fathers were the
merchants and civic leaders of Elgin who
were in desperate need of a port through
which to import and export goods if the
royal burgh was to continue to prosper.
And so Lossiemouth was born around the
middle of the 18th century and gradually
expanded to develop its own identity as a
fishing port.
The twin basins of its present harbour were
home to a flourishing fishing fleet for
generations but like so many other smaller
ports, it experienced a slow and terminal
decline in the fishing industry. In recent years
the harbour was converted to a yachting
marina and the town has become a magnet
for weekend sailors from a wide area.
With long sandy beaches stretching east
and west and an esplanade overlooking the
mouth of the River Lossie, the town has
always been a popular destination with
people from far and near and attracts many
holidaymakers in summer.
A fisheries’ museum now occupies a building
on the harbour quayside which was once
used to store and mend fishing nets. The
museum includes a re-creation of the study
of Lossiemouth’s most famous son and
Britain’s first Labour Prime Minister, Ramsay
MacDonald. The cottage where MacDonald
was born into poverty still stands, as does
the house where he later lived and which
is still in the ownership of the family.
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Tred-Rite Tyres Ltd
McLarens Brae
Buckie
AB56 1TS
Motorcycle
• MOTs
• Tyres

01542 833099
westjbwest@aol.com
Opening Hours
Monday-Friday: 8am–6pm
Saturday: 8am-1pm

PLATINUM DEALER

•
•
•
•
•

MOTs
Tyres
Batteries
Exhausts
Servicing brakes

Advertising Feature

Parklands:

in the business
of caring
An award winning Moray care provider
is expanding across the north of
Scotland, investing millions to provide
valuable additional care capacity for
older people.
Established in 1993 with a single care
home in Buckie, Parklands is now a
major employer and one of the largest
independent care providers in the north.
“We’ve come a long
way since 1993,” says
Managing Director Ron
Taylor, a past President
of Moray Chamber of
Commerce. “We’re immensely proud of
our roots in Moray and of the support
we have received from the communities
we serve.”
In 2015 Parklands secured one of the top
awards at the Highland Business Awards,
winning the Outstanding Performing
Business (25+ employees) category.
Last year it won the SCDI Award for
People Development in recognition of its
commitment to continuous professional
development.
“We are particularly pleased to
have won this award because we are
passionate about creating a culture
where talent and hard work are
rewarded,” says Operations Director
Elaine McIntosh, who originally joined
the company as a cashier.
“We’re a business rooted in the local
community, independently owned and
with a strong focus on people,”
Ron adds. “For us, Parklands feels like
a family.

It’s a big family, with around 500
staff across the group. “Most of our
employees live and work in their home
community. That’s important to us
because they often find themselves
caring for family, friends and
neighbours. As a result, there’s a close
bond between our staff and residents,
and a strong family atmosphere in our
homes,” says Ron.
In economic terms, Parklands is a
significant employer, contributing
some £3.5 million to the regional
economy through its payroll. Parklands
pays its care staff the national living
wage, unusual in a sector where other
employers pay the basic minimum wage.
Typically around 70 per cent of its staff
have been with Parklands for more
than 10 years, rare for a sector with a
traditionally high staff turnover.
In a market dominated by multinational
companies, Parklands has succeeded
through its commitment to deliver the
highest standards of care for residents,
invest in state-of-the-art care facilities and
in staff training and development.
It was one of the first care home
providers in Scotland to gain Investors
in People status, and was also one of the
first to implement the British Standard
Customer Service Excellence.
Parklands’ latest care homes in Muir of
Ord and Tain opened in 2014 to rave
reviews. With a look and feel more akin
to a luxury hotel than a care home,
demand for both properties has been
high – so much so that both homes are
being expanded at a cost of £1 million.

High Street, Buckie AB56 4AD
T: 01542 836000 E: info@parklandsgroup.com www.parklandsgroup.com

With a growing elderly population,
Moray and the Highlands badly needs
new care provision according to Ron.
“The north of Scotland has a higher
proportion of people over 75 than the
Scottish average and forecasts show we
can expect to see a steady increase in
this demographic, eventually resulting
in an increase in elderly care needs,”
he said.
“There is a real lack of care provision in
many communities and we are seeing
strong demand for our services across
the region.”
To help meet this demand, Parklands has
ambitious expansion plans, including
a new £4.5 million care facility in
Grantown. Several sites across the
north have also been earmarked for
future development including Inverness
and Elgin.
But Ron is determined that growth will
not affect the company’s founding values.
“Despite our growth and continued
success, we never lose sight of our
Moray roots or the fact that our job,
above all else, is to care for people,”
he says.

CASUAL ELEGANCE TO
COMPLEMENT YOUR STYLE

Proprietors Yvonne Wilson and Marie Bond

Stylish and new women's clothes and
jewellery lines at Pitgaveny Quay,
The Marina, Lossiemouth.
Stockists: Caractére I Oakwood I Pieszak
Oky-coky I Pietrogrande I Yerse
Bitte Kai Rand I 100 Les Ciels I Emin & Paul
Marie Méro
Summer hours Mon to Sun 10 - 5,
Winter hours Tues to Sat 10 - 5.

3 Pitgaveny Quay, Lossiemouth Marina, Lossiemouth, Moray IV31 6TW
T: 01343 815274 I E: my@myclothesline.co.uk I www.myclothesline.co.uk

3038036
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STATION

JG WISHART
MOTOR ENGINEER Ltd
12 Chanonry Street,
Chanonry Industrial Estate, Elgin
A family run chipshop serving fresh produce daily.

Call 01343 812007
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Lossiemouth
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Tel: (01343) 540233
Save £££s when you book your
MOT and major service together
Quality workmanship with
personal services
EXHAUSTS • CLUTCHES
BATTERIES • TYRES
TIMING BELTS
LASER WHEEL ALIGNMENT
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
Good Garage Scheme Member
Why not check our status www.goodgaragescheme.com

3038175

Hillside View
Dufftown
Moray AB55 4BS

3037976

07948 216019
hillsidehavens.co.uk
enquiries@hillsidehavens.co.uk
3038085
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Strathisla
169 Mid Street,

Keith, Moray AB55 5DZ

Keith, Moray AB55 5BL

Mon-Sat 6.30am-5pm
01542 882132

Mon-Sat 6.30am-4pm
01542 882276

Full Selection of morning goods
All Baked Fresh Daily

OPEN

N

O

SANDWICHES • WRAPS • PANINIS • TOASTIES
SAUSAGE ROLLS • BACON ROLLS • STOVIES •
PASTA BAKES • HOT DOGS
BAKED POTATOES • CONFECTIONERY • CAKES

CAFE

96

22 Regent Street,

THE A

Mon-Sat:
11am-10pm
Sun: 1pm-10pm

FULL CHIP SHOP MENU,
BAKED TATTIES,
ICE CREAMS ETC
46 Regent Street, Keith

Sit ianwoar y!
take-

01542 887388
FIND US ON

3038156
3
3038
038
381
156

Tawse Taxis

Taking you places!
Services include MOTs by
appointment, engine diagnostics &
fault finding, replacement tyres at
competitive prices, brakes, exhausts
and all manner of general repairs.
Opening times:
Monday – Friday 0800 to 1700.
Closed Saturday & Sunday.
Address: 24 Land Street, Rothes AB38 7BA

Telephone: 01340 831947
Email: info@rothesgarageltd.co.uk

• Friendly and reliable service
• 4, 7 & 8 seaters available
• Contract/preferred supplier service
• Wheelchair accessible vehicles

07725 995277
james@tawsetaxis.co.uk

www.tawsetaxis.co.uk
3038206
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Keith
For many years Keith was synonymous
with the Scottish textiles industry which
formed the backbone of the town’s
economy.
But the industry unravelled due to
competition from overseas where costs
were lower and within a relatively short
period, Keith and textiles had parted
company, although the town is still home
to Scotland’s first and only kilt-making
school.
Much of the area surrounding Keith is
farmland and each year in August the
town’s Seafield Park hosts the Great Keith
Show where farmers bring their livestock
for judging. It is the only agricultural
event of its kind in Moray and attracts
thousands of visitors to enjoy a packed
programme of activities and
entertainment.
The other big event in the Keith calendar
is the town’s weekend of traditional music
and song which attracts performers from
all over Scotland.

Keith is rare among settlements in having
two squares – Regent Square in Fife-Keith,
the older part of the town, and Reidhaven
Square in the newer part.
Distilling has been a cornerstone of the
Keith economy for as long as anyone can
remember and the town’s Strathisla Distillery
is one of the most popular stop-offs on
Moray’s Malt Whisky Trail.
Keith has a recently upgraded railway station
and also stands at one end of the 11-mile
Dufftown-Keith line where pleasure trips
are operated throughout the summer by
volunteers of the Keith and Dufftown
Railway Association.
The town’s main shopping area, Mid Street,
carries only one-way traffic and has free
car parking only yards from the shops.

Although the town was not founded
until 1817, the area was already infamous
for illegal whisky making and it was
perhaps fitting that the first approved
distillery to open was built on the site of
an illicit still.
It was joined later in the 19th century by six
more, resulting in a well-known local saying
that if Rome was built on seven hills, then
Dufftown was built on seven stills. Today
thousands of visitors flock to the town for
distillery tours and to sample Scotland’s
national drink at source.
The square in Dufftown is dominated
by the Clocktower which originally served
as the local jail and later the burgh
chambers.

Dufftown

The remains of Balvenie Castle, built in
the 13th century, are in the ownership of
Historic Scotland and are open to the
public, as is the historic and picturesque
Mortlach Church, whose origins can be
traced back nearly 1,500 years.

If the world has a whisky capital, it is
Dufftown, with its concentration of
distilleries producing fine malts which are
enjoyed by people all over the globe.

Dufftown’s Highland Games are among the
longest-established in Scotland and have
been held annually since 1892 and possibly
long before that.

Keith now has its own dedicated website www.imkeith.com

www.moray.gov.uk
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fresh

FIFE STREET • DUFFTOWN
BANFFSHIRE • AB55 4AL
3038094

3038163

We serve high quality contemporary
Scottish dishes with menus ranging
from Steak Grill Wednesdays to a
Scottish set menu and Sunday roasts.

2 Balvenie Street • Dufftown
fft
• Speyside
yside • AB55 4AD

f l @alchemydufftown
3038158
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Visit our charming Victorian shop in the heart
of whisky country.
• Scottish and Continental Fine Foods
• Scottish and International Cheeses
• Quality Hams, Salami and Cold Meats
• Fine Wines, Malt Whiskies and Beers
• Picnic Lunches and Gourmet Sandwiches

Tel: 01340 871 243
The Spey Larder 96-98 High St. Aberlour AB38 9QA
info@speylarder.com www.speylarder.com

• Cookery Books, Exciting Gifts and Quality
Household Linens
3037926

MORAY’S PREMIER REUSE CHARITY, SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANISATION SINCE 2002

• LOW PRICES, SOFAS FROM £30 • FULLY CHECKED BIKES FROM £30 FOR ADULTS
• £10 FOR KIDS’ BIKES • TOYS FROM 50P • DVDS £1 EACH
• BOOKS 3 FOR £1 | PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF OUTSTANDING ITEMS
Opening Times: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday : 9.30 - 3.30
Wednesday : 10.00 - 3.30 | Saturday : 9.30 - 3.30 | Sunday : Closed

• FREE PARKING AVAILABLE
• PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR A SMALL FEE

EFQM

®

Committed to excellence
2016

WATERFORD RECYCLING CENTRE, WATERFORD ROAD, FORRES, MORAYSHIRE IV36 3TN
TEL: 01309 676056 • moraywastebusters@btconnect.com
3038293

GRS

TIME TO RECYCLE

Gray’s Recycling Services Ltd
Fully Licensed, Waste Disposal,
Metal Dealers, Trade Waste and
Skip Hire Contractors
For further information please

CALL TODAY
Old Airfield, Nether Dallachy, Spey Bay IV32 7PL
T (01343) 821999 M 07990 786004
3037912
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THE

ABERLOUR HOTEL

The mile long tree-lined High Street has an attractive square and village green, and situated
right in the centre of the Village is the Aberlour Hotel. 18 beautifully appointed bedrooms
make this the ideal location to stay whilst experiencing all the delights of the area.
The Aberlour Hotel is a lovely family run hotel, situated in the heart of Scotland's malt
whisky country. Family and dog friendly, there is a varied menu serving fresh home cooked
food using the finest local produce from the humble sandwich through to scallops and
steaks, to venison casserole.The well-stocked bars offer cask ales and a variety of drams from
Speyside and further afield.

87 HIGH STREET, ABERLOUR, MORAY AB38 9QB

Tel: 01340 871287 • Email: info@aberlourhotel.co.uk • www.aberlourhotel.co.uk
3038172
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Heading back towards the coast is the small
village of Dallas which was catapulted into
the limelight in the late 1970s thanks to the hit
American television soap of the same name.
Although it had little or nothing in common
with its Texan namesake, Dallas nonetheless
basked in its hour of global glory as
inquisitive visitors from all over the world
arrived to see if Moray had its own versions
of JR and Southfork!
Overlooking a tidal bay and the Moray Firth,
Findhorn is one of Moray’s quaintest and
most-visited villages and over the years
has become something of a playground
for yachting and watersport enthusiasts.
The original village was swallowed up by
sea and sand more than 300 years ago
and the present village is the second to
bear the name.
Nearby is the Findhorn Foundation, a
spiritual community which began life in a
caravan in the 1960s and which has grown
into an internationally renowned centre
for the arts and global sustainability.

Other Communitites
Many of the smaller communities have a
character all of their own and each plays
its part in making Moray such a pleasant
and rewarding area to live and to visit.
The neighbouring coastal towns of Cullen,
Portknockie and Findochty, each with its neat
little harbour, have a close-knit feel to them
and where traditional values remain strong.
Cullen, with its imposing but long-disused
viaduct, is best known as the home of
‘Cullen skink’, a delicious soup-like dish
of fish and potatoes.
Further west, the villages of Spey Bay,
Garmouth and Kingston are clustered
round the estuary of the River Spey.

Further upriver and into whisky country
are Rothes and Aberlour and, lying between
them, Craigellachie and its iconic Telford
Bridge spanning the Spey.
The structure, built in the early 1800s, is the
oldest surviving iron bridge in Scotland and
is considered to be one of Thomas Telford’s
finest engineering achievements. Along with
Elgin Cathedral, it is one of Moray’s most
photographed subjects.
Of all Moray’s communities, Tomintoul
is farthest inland and, standing at 1,150ft
above sea level, is the second highest
village in Scotland.
With its long main street, the village
depends heavily on summer tourist trade
although it also benefits from the proximity
of the Lecht ski centre.

Burghead, with its harbour still used by
a fleet of small fishing vessels, can trace
its roots back to Pictish times and its
former coastguard lookout post has
recently been converted into a local
heritage centre.
The town’s Pictish past is revived every
year with the annual Burning of the Clavie
ceremony, one of Scotland’s few surviving
fire-worshipping ceremonies.
Nearby Hopeman, which celebrated its
bicentenary in 2005, started out as a fishing
village but diversified with the development
of two major local quarries at Greenbrae
and Clashach, with stone being shipped
from the harbour to sites around the
country and beyond.

Garmouth was the scene of the signing of
the Solemn League and Covenant by King
Charles II on his return from exile in 1650
and villagers continue to observe the annual
Maggie Fair, one of the oldest-established
street markets of its kind in Scotland.
Only a few miles upriver is Fochabers,
founded in 1776 by the Duke of Gordon.
The original settlement was, from the duke’s
point of view, uncomfortably close to his
family pile at Gordon Castle and he decided
that his subjects should be kept at arm’s
length by moving the village.
Fochabers has a village square with church
and fountain and can also claim to have one
of the prettiest cricket grounds in Scotland,
perched as it is on the banks of the Spey.

Dufftown Heritage Railway has an annual 1940s weekend. Pictured at the NAAFI are Roy Killen, Georgia Cassidy and Ellie Inch

www.moray.gov.uk
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Sellers of serviced country
house sites throughout Moray
For details on available house sites please check our website
or contact Gavin Strathdee on 01340 871053 or 07774 175838

www.strathdeeproperties.com
Viewfield Farm, Craigellachie, AB38 9QT

3037938
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Kristoffs

restaurant & bar

Located in the heart of Forres,
we serve fresh food cooked to
order using local products.
Open all day from 10am till late
offering breakfast, lunch and dinner.
We have special menus for
vegetarians, vegans, kids and a bar
menu as well as a regular menu.
Our daily specials comprise of
traditional Scottish, Polish and
international dishes.
3-5 Tolbooth Street • IV36 1PH
kristoff.restaurant@gmail.com
3037972

MACDUFF SHIPYARDS

MACDUFF PRECISION
ENGINEERING

Combining tradition, experience,
craftsmanship & technology

Extensive machining capabilities
utilising CNC & manual machines

Producing high quality commercial vessels and
offering repair and refit services.

A full range of machining services can be
provided with a comprehensive range of
manual and CNC lathes, millers, horizontal
borer and slotters.

The strength of Macduff Shipyards lies in its
versatility in handling such diverse projects as
new builds, conversions, modernisations and
repairs as well as the design, manufacture and
installation of complete deck machinery
packages for all types and sizes of vessels.

If required this can be complemented by full
welding and fabrication capability. A broad
range of components can be produced /
worked on from small multiple items to large
one-off jobs.

MACDUFF CRANE HIRE
Hire available throughout Scotland
Offers full crane hire and cargo handling
services from our modern fleet to a wide
ranging customer base.
Safety is of paramount importance to us and
all of our cranes are fully tested and certified
specialist lifting equipment with fully qualified
CITB operators. We are also the accredited
members of SAFE Contractor Health & Safety
Assessment Scheme.

The Harbour, Macduff, Aberdeenshire AB44 1QT
01261 832234 / Crane Hire (24/7 Response) 07899 918531
@ Email: info@macduffshipyards.com
www.macduffshipyards.co.uk
3038153
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3037927

Standfast Precision
Engineering Ltd
Long established precision engineering company
Main customers are offshore oil and gas technology companies
who do not have their own machining facilities. We also cater for
the distilling and food processing industry.
We specialise in high temperature alloys, stainless steel, copper
alloys, aluminium, ferrous metals and plastics.
We have recently invested in the latest 5 axis machining centre
and turning capacity including ‘Y’ axis milling capability with
driven tooling. This is all backed up with Edgecam computer aided
machine programming.
We are a certified ISO9001 company with a keen eye on quality
and delivery.
We will work with customers to achieve the best quality at the
most economical price.

www.standfast-engineering.com
Victoria Street, Craigellachie
Banffshire, AB38 9SR
3037962
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FAMOUSPERSONALITIES
Throughout recorded history, Moray has spawned its share of the
great, the good and the not so good. It has produced brilliant
academics, captains of industry, successful politicians, scientists,
adventurers, philanthropists and a few ne’er-do-wells.
MacDonald was born in Lossiemouth in 1866
and the cottage where he first saw the light
of day survives to this day. He was brought
up in abject poverty and his prospects were
not helped by the fact he had been born
out of wedlock, a status that in those days
carried a heavy stigma.

There are those who have brought honour
to Moray and others whom their homeland
would happily disown.
But each has his or her own place in the
illustrious history of an area which continues
to take a pride in its sons and daughters
who have made good.
And they don’t come much better than Saint
John Ogilvie, Scotland’s only post-Reformation
saint who was born near Keith in 1579.
He studied at Catholic schools in mainland
Europe and was ordained as a priest in Paris
before returning to Scotland to minister to
the few remaining Catholics in the Glasgow
area. He began to preach in secret and to
celebrate mass clandestinely but it was not
long before he was betrayed.
Ogilvie was tortured in a bid to force him to
reveal the identities of other Catholics, but
he steadfastly refused. He was convicted of
high treason and hanged at Glasgow Cross
in 1615, aged 36.
He was beatified as a martyr in 1929 and
canonised in 1976 following the miracle
cure of a Glasgow cancer sufferer who had
prayed to Ogilvie.
One of the most infamous characters in
Moray’s history was Alexander Stewart,
better known as the Wolf of Badenoch,
who terrorised much of the north of
Scotland in the late 14th century and
whose name became synonymous with
death and destruction.
A son of King Robert II, he was a philanderer
whose marital infidelity riled the Bishop
of Moray to the extent that he was
excommunicated. Seeking revenge, the Wolf
and his men left their lair at Lochindorb
Castle, in the middle of a loch on the bleak
Dava Moor between Forres and Grantownon-Spey, and bore down on Elgin where
they sacked and burned the cathedral and
much of the town.
According to legend, the Wolf died after
losing a chess game with the Devil. He lies
buried in Dunkeld Cathedral.
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Another of Moray’s black sheep – pardoning
the ovine reference – is Patrick Sellar, who
was a key player in the Highland Clearances
which saw thousands of families evicted
from their crofts in the early 19th century so
that the land could be given over to sheep.
Elgin-born Sellar was the estate factor who
oversaw the forcible removal from their
homes of families whose smallholdings were
an obstacle to the creation of much larger
scale sheep farms on land owned by the
Duke and Duchess of Sutherland.
Many of the dispossessed crofters became
part of the Highland diaspora which saw a
mass emigration of men, women and
children to all parts of the world,
particularly Canada and the United States
where many families can trace their roots
back to the remote Sutherland glens.
Sellar was tried and acquitted of culpable
homicide – the Scots law equivalent of
manslaughter – following the death of an
elderly woman after her home was set on
fire as part of the eviction process.

MacDonald left for Bristol as a teenager to
take up a post as a clergyman’s assistant but
soon became involved in politics and was
elected as MP for Leicester in 1906. His
political career took off and in 1924, as
leader of the Opposition, was asked by
King George V to form a government when
the small Conservative majority in the
House of Commons proved unworkable.
Within a year there would be a General
Election and MacDonald’s short-lived
government was defeated.
But he was given a second bite of the cherry
in 1929 when he again headed a minority
government which survived through
turbulent times until 1935.
MacDonald built a house in Lossiemouth
and returned whenever he could to escape
the endless pressures of political life. The
house, The Hillocks, remains in the
ownership of his family.
Weary of politics and with his health in
decline, MacDonald took his doctor’s
advice and in 1937 left for a cruise to South
America. He died aboard the vessel at the
age of 71 and following a funeral service in
Westminster Abbey his ashes were buried at
Spynie Churchyard on the outskirts of Elgin.

Following his death in 1851, Sellar was buried
in the grounds of Elgin Cathedral where his
grave, it is said, was desecrated regularly by
those unwilling to forgive or forget his deeds.
The British equivalent of America’s log cabinto-President dream came true for James
Ramsay MacDonald, the illegitimate son
of a servant girl who went on to become
Britain’s first Labour Prime Minister.

www.moray.gov.uk

Ramsay MacDonald

Doctor Hugh Falconer

Mountstephen was joined in developing
Canada’s fledgling rail network by his cousin,
Lord Strathcona, who was born plain Donald
Smith in Forres in 1820.

Captain James Brander-Dunbar

One of MacDonald’s closest friends, Captain
James Brander-Dunbar, was also one of
Moray’s most colourful characters of recent
generations. Brander-Dunbar was Laird of
Pitgaveny, an estate which lies between Elgin
and Lossiemouth, and died aged 94 following
an eventful and often controversial life.

Born in a workhouse, she lived in poverty
in one of Elgin’s town centre closes with
her unmarried mother.

He fought in the Boer War where he led what
was the first-ever commando-style unit, and
later served in the colonial service in Africa
where he gained a reputation as a big game
hunter. He had scant respect for authority
and during a dispute with Lossiemouth Town
Council over ownership of the town square
he had part of it ploughed up.

Kesson went on to produce ‘Women’s Hour’
on BBC Radio and also wrote plays for radio
and TV. She spent the latter years of her life
in London where she died in 1994.

On the estate, he had a sneaking admiration
for poachers, having been one himself. In his
younger day he had made a wager with a
Highland laird that he could poach a stag
from his land without getting caught. He won
the bet and had the £20 cheque framed. The
story became the inspiration for author John
Buchan’s novel “John MacNab”.
James Gordon Bennett, born at Newmill, near
Keith, in 1795, emigrated to North America
where he founded and edited ‘The New York
Herald’ which went on to boast the highest
circulation in the United States.
On his retirement he handed control to his
son, James Gordon Bennett Junior, who
commissioned Henry Morton Stanley to
search for David Livingstone in darkest
Africa. It was from the son that the phrase
‘Gordon Bennett’, denoting surprise or
exasperation, derives.
Moray has produced a leading media figure in
more recent times, BBC radio presenter James
Naughtie, who was brought up at Rothiemay
and was head boy at Keith Grammar School
before embarking on a career in journalism.

Dufftown-born George Stephen - later to
become Lord Mountstephen - emigrated to
Canada at the age of 21 and soon became
a prominent businessmen with a particular
interest in railways. He played a pivotal role
in developing the rail network and in the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
He returned to live in Britain in 1888 and died
in 1921.

Those formative years inspired her first and
best-known novel, “The White Bird Passes”,
which was published in 1958.

A Moray loon who headed Stateside in the
19th century was James Philip, born and
brought up on a farm at Dallas near Forres.
Philip – dubbed Scotty in deference to his
homeland - is credited with helping to save
the American bison from extinction.
The bison - or buffalo as it was commonly
known - had been hunted to the verge of
oblivion and in the 1890s Philip inherited a
small herd of survivors which he moved to his
ranch. By 1914 the herd was 400-strong and
were the ancestors of many of the wild bison
which roam free over North America today.
Another of Moray’s greatest benefactors
was Doctor Hugh Falconer, a distinguished
natural historian and contemporary of
Charles Darwin.
Born in Forres in 1808, he studied the flora,
fauna and geology of large parts of India and
Burma and became an authority on fossils.
He spent 25 years in India before being forced
to leave because of ill health, but his research
continued until his death in London in 1865.
The Falconer Museum in Forres, built with a
bequest from Falconer and opened within six
years of his death, is a memorial to his
scientific achievements and has a section
dedicated to the man and his work.
James Naughtie

He worked in the Forres town clerk’s office
before seeking his fortune in Canada and
drove the last spike in the Canadian Pacific
Railway at Craigellachie, British Columbia,
in 1885.
A politician and philanthropist, he was
Canada’s High Commissioner to Britain from
1896 to 1913, the year before his death.
The world-famous McVitie’s Digestive was
invented by Sir Alexander Grant, of Forres
in 1892. The son of a railway guard he was
educated at the local Forres Academy. He was
apprenticed to a local baker, then later moved
to Edinburgh where he joined the biscuit firm
of Robert McVitie as assistant.
He introduced the digestive biscuit to the
company’s range, which became a best-seller
that transformed the business and saw
factories opening in Edinburgh, London
and Manchester. In 1911 Grant took over the
business as chairman and managing director
and became a wealthy man.
A philanthropic man, he bought Forres House
and grounds for his home town of Forres,
the grounds are now called Grant Park. Grant
funded many other projects and buildings for
public benefit.
After WW2 McVitie & Price merged with
Macfarlane, Lang & Co to form the multinational United Biscuits Group, led by
Grant’s grandson, Hector Laing (Lord Laing
of Dunphail).

Lord Mountstephen

Sir Alexander Grant

He wrote for ‘The Scotsman’, ‘The Washington
Post’ and ‘The Guardian’ before moving to
radio journalism.
The late Jessie Kesson was a writer of a very
different kind, a novelist whose works were
largely autobiographical and drawn from her
austere upbringing.
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TAYLOR PHARMACY
1 High Street
Buckie
AB56 1JJ
TEL 01542 831116
BUCKPOOL PHARMACY
12 St Andrew’s Square
Buckie
AB56 1BU
TEL 01542 833321

NORMAC PHARMACY
ARDACH HEALTH CENTRE
Highfield Road
Buckie
AB56 1JE
TEL 01542 831147

PORTKNOCKIE
PHARMACY
3 Union Street
Portknockie
AB56 4LF
TEL 01542 840268

FINDOCHTY PHARMACY
3 Seaview Road
Findochty
Buckie
AB56 1XQ
TEL 01542 832162

LHANBRYDE PHARMACY
32 St Andrew’s Road,
Lhanbryde,
Elgin, Morayshire.
IV30 8NZ
TEL 01343 842531

Cullen Bay Holiday Park

This friendly family-run
park offers the very highest
standards plus all the
advantages of its superb
location with panoramic
views overlooking the
Moray Firth. The town of Cullen boasts a range of
activities & shops.
Discover this exciting coastline, dramatic cliff top and
panoramic views over the sandy beaches o f Cullen Bay and
the Moray Firth. Our friendly park offers a high standard
and good selection of Holiday Caravans to hire, the park is
conveniently situated only a 10 minute walk from the town
centre. Cullen Bay Holiday park is a great base for the Castle,
Whisky and the coastal trails and to explore the quaint fishing
villages of the Moray coast.
Please contact us for further information call

01542 840766
e-mail: enquiries@cullenbay.co.uk
www.cullenbayholidaypark.co.uk
3038294

Metafit
Bootcamp
Pump

3038305

Kettlebells
Boxercise
TRX

Tulloch Park, Forres, IV36 1AX

07734859946
3038272
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WASHED SANDS & GRAVELS
BUILDING SAND • CONCRETE SAND
GOLF COURSE SANDS • SPORTFIELD
SANDS • EQUESTRIAN SANDS • NATURAL
PEA GRAVEL • CERTIFIED HARD ROCK
GABION STONE • TYPE 1 SUB BASE • CLEAN
STONE • BRIDGEND BLUE DECORATIVE
CHIPS • SCREENED TOPSOIL
MOBILE SCREEN HIRE • MOBILE CRUSHER
HIRE • LOW LOADER HIRE • TIPPER HIRE
WITH INSULATED BODY • PROMPT DELIVERY
SERVICE • COLLECTION SERVICE

Crushed Rock

Natural Pea Gravel

Decorative Chips

Sands

Registered SEPA waste disposal
Type 1 Sub Base

Bridgend Aggregates Ltd offer premium
quality aggregates for use in all industries
from building & construction to sports,
equestrian, golf & leisure facilities.

BULK
BAGS
25Kg
BAGS

Can be
personalised with
your corporate
logo and
destination

Enquiries always welcome.

Public Welcom
ome
e

Certificate Number Q0002
ISO 9001

Certificate Number 00004
EN13043, EN12620, EN13242

BRIDGEND QUARRY, KING EDWARD, BANFF AB45 3NL
T: 01888 551333 | E : info@bridgendaggregates.co.uk
www.bridgendaggregates.co.uk

BRIDGEND

AGGREGATES

Energy
Energ
saving
saving
A photocopier left on
standby overnight
wastes enough energy
to make 30 cups of tea.
Saving energy saves you
money, protects your
reputation and helps
combat climate change.
Your organisation could
save up to10% through
housekeeping actions
which cost little or nothing.

Source: www.carbontrust.co.uk

FIFTYTHINGSTO
SEEANDDOINMORAY
Elgin Cathedral
One of Scotland’s finest medieval
buildings, the cathedral – known as the
Lantern of the North - was laid waste by
the Wolf of Badenoch in 1390 but its
magnificent ruins provide a wonderful
insight into what it must once have
looked like. Open daily throughout the
summer, restricted opening in winter.
Admission charge.

Spynie Palace
Situated a mile from Elgin off the A941 ElginLossiemouth road, it was the residence of
the Bishops of Moray for five centuries until
1686. Although much of the palace has gone,
a substantial part remains. Open daily
throughout the summer, restricted opening
in winter. Admission charge.

Elgin Museum
Owned and run by the Moray Society,
the museum was founded in 1842 “for the
collection and preservation of objects of
science and virtue.” Its collection includes
Roman coins found at an archaeological site
at Birnie, near Elgin. Open April to October.
Admission charge.

harbour can only be reached by a very
steep approach road from the village
which perches above.

Brodie Castle
Four miles west of Forres, the 16th
century castle houses collections of art
and antiques which include French furniture,
porcelain from different parts of the world
and many paintings. It is the ancestral home
of the Brodie family but is now in the
ownership of the National Trust for
Scotland. Open from Easter to October.
Admission charge. Castle grounds open
all year.

Cullen Viaduct
One of Moray’s best-known landmarks, the
long-disused stone viaduct towers over
Cullen. The railway had to be constructed
over the town, rather than past it, because
the then Countess of Seafield would not
allow it to run through the grounds of
Cullen House.

Restaurants
Moray has scores of restaurants across
the area with a wide range of fare on
offer. Everything from a full-on gourmet
experience to a quick pub lunch can be
had within a small radius of most towns.

Tugnet Ice House
A three-vaulted ice house located near the
mouth of the River Spey at Spey Bay, it is
the largest building of its kind in Scotland
with only a third showing above ground
level. It was built in 1830 and was used as
a cold store to keep locally-caught salmon
fresh until shipping.

Scottish Dolphin Centre
The disused fishing station at Tugnet was
converted to a wildlife centre in the mid
1990s and is now run by Whale and
Dolphin Conservation. It is also one of the
best vantage points from which to see the
Moray Firth’s rare bottle nose dolphins.
Moray’s wide open spaces just asks to be ridden!

Portknockie Harbour
The small picturesque harbour was built
in 1890 in a cove sheltered from the sea by
a promontory which was once a Pictish
stronghold, although a harbour of sorts
probably existed long before that. The
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Findhorn Foundation
With its roots planted in the 1960s, the Findhorn Foundation is a spiritual community of
around 400 people who have become known for their empathy with nature and sustainable
living. The foundation runs a series of educational programmes and every year welcomes
thousands of people from around the world to take part in residential courses.

www.moray.gov.uk

Millbuies
One of the area’s most popular beauty
spots, the country park at Millbuies,
four miles from Elgin, was gifted by
philanthropist George Boyd Anderson. It has
pleasant walks around a loch on which
there is trout fishing.

Johnstons of Elgin
The mill which today produces cashmere
and other luxury fabrics has stood on the
same site since the company was founded
in 1797. Guided tours of the mill are
available to visitors who can see the
production process from start to finish.
There is also a visitor centre, retail shop,
coffee shop and a homeware department.
Open all year.

Sculptor’s Cave
So called because of its ancient inscriptions,
Sculptor’s Cave is a sea cave at Covesea,
to the west of Lossiemouth, where
excavations have uncovered large numbers
of children’s bones. Originally thought to
have been the site of macabre human
sacrifice, it is believed the cave was the final
resting place of Picts who had died in
childhood and whose heads were severed
and placed on poles. The cave is accessible
only at low tide.

Balvenie Castle
The imposing ruins of Balvenie Castle at
Dufftown are what remains of an impressive
fortification dating from the 13th century.
It had a succession of owners before it
shared the fate of many similar buildings
by gradually falling into a state of disrepair.
Open daily throughout the summer.
Admission charge.

Wartime Defences

Clavie

Moray has some of the best preserved
wartime coastal defences anywhere in
Scotland and their survival gives a
fascinating insight into how Britain hoped
to defend itself in the event of a seaborne
invasion during World War II. Although
many have been swallowed up by shifting
sand and shingle, long lines of large
concrete blocks and pillboxes still exist
to the west of Kingston and along
Roseisle beach.

On January 11 the people of Burghead
celebrate the Pictish New Year with the
Burning of the Clavie, an ancient fire
ceremony which, according to tradition,
wards off evil spirits for the year ahead.
A barrel filled with burning tar is carried
through the streets of the town, with
smouldering embers handed out as a token
of good luck.

Malt Whisky Trail
The world’s only malt whisky trail connects
seven working distilleries – Benromach,
Cardhu, Glenfiddich, Glen Grant,
Glenlivet, Glen Moray and Strathisla –
the Speyside Cooperage and the Dallas
Dhu time capsule distillery owned by
Historic Scotland.

Angling

Maggie Fair
Every June for more than 400 years,
Garmouth has celebrated Maggie Fair when
stalls and sideshows are set up in the heart
of the village.
It is one of the few street fairs still surviving
in Scotland and is believed to take its name
from Lady Margaret Ker, the wife of the
local laird and by all accounts very popular
with villagers.

Auld Brig

Moray has some of Scotland’s finest
salmon rivers but permits are very
limited. There are also a small number
of privately owned trout fisheries in the
area.

Built in 1609, the Auld Brig in Keith was a
packhorse bridge built of stone and is one
of the oldest surviving structures of its kind
in Scotland. It was designed to take people
on foot or ponies and horses but not a cart
or carriage.

Tomintoul

Keith Show

Moray’s highest community at 1,150ft
above sea level, Tomintoul can trace its
origins back to 1775 when it was founded
by the Duke of Gordon. Its resident
population of just over 300 is swollen
by large numbers of tourists in summer
and its economy also relies in no small
measure on the nearby Lecht Ski Centre.

The Keith Show staged over two days
in early August is Moray’s only major
agricultural show and dates back to
1872. Held at Seafield Park, it attracts
large entries of cattle, sheep and horses
and is an important occasion on the
local farming community’s calendar.
Admission charge.

Famous Fochaberians’
Garden
The commemorative garden honouring
famous people from Fochabers was
opened in 2002. It was laid out at the
entrance to the village cricket field on
the banks of the Spey, with two standing
stones bearing the names of 21
Fochaberians who achieved great things
in their chosen field.

Telford Bridge
The iconic Telford Bridge at Craigellachie
is one of Moray’s most photographed
structures and is one of the finest
examples of Thomas Telford’s work.
Opened in 1814, it carried vehicular traffic
over the River Spey until the early 1970s
when a new road bridge was built
downstream. The bridge has a single
150ft span and was revolutionary for
its time.

Salmon fishing at the Bridge Pool, Craigellachie
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Ramsay MacDonald’s
Birthplace
The tiny cottage in Lossiemouth where
Britain’s first Labour Prime Minister, Ramsay
MacDonald, was born in 1866 still stands. It is
marked with a plaque but is not open to the
public. MacDonald’s remains are buried in the
family tomb at Spynie Kirkyard, near Elgin.

Keith Music Festival
Performers and fans from all over Scotland
flock to what has become known simply as
the Keith Festival – a three-day celebration
of Scottish traditional music and song.
Hotels, pubs and local halls host ceilidhs,
concerts and competitions during the event,
which has been held every June for the past
quarter of a century.

Biblical Garden
Occupying a secluded area in the shadow of
Elgin Cathedral, the walled Biblical Garden
was the first of its kind to be created in
Scotland. It has examples of all 110 plants
mentioned in the Bible in addition to statues
of biblical figures. Open May to September,
admission free.

Mountain Biking
The Forestry Commission has created three
Moray Monster Trails to satisfy mountain
bikers of all abilities. The trails, totalling
17 miles in length, are located at Ordiquish
and Whiteash, both on the outskirts of
Fochabers, and Ben Aigan, near Craigellachie.
Mountain bike trails have also recently
been developed by the Crown Estate on
its Glenlivet Estate.

Cooper Park
Gifted to the people of Elgin in 1902 by
Sir George Cooper, the Cooper Park is the
town’s most popular recreational area.
Covering some 40 acres on the banks
of the River Lossie, it has a boating pond,
tennis courts, a cricket pitch and children’s
playground.

Ballindalloch Castle
The castle has been home to the
Macpherson-Grant family since 1546 and
stands in a magnificent setting between
the River Spey and one of its tributaries,
the Avon. The castle and its extensive
grounds, including a walled garden, are
open daily, apart from Saturday, from
April to September. Admission charges apply.

Ladyhill
The site of Elgin Castle in medieval times,
the mound known as Ladyhill is where Elgin’s
most prominent landmark, the monument
to the 5th Duke of Gordon, can be seen.
The 80ft column was erected in 1839 and
the statue of the duke added in 1855.
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Policeman on high alert during the Forres Culture Day

Whisky Festival

Lecht

Aficionados of Scotland’s national drink
make the annual pilgrimage to the Spirit
of Speyside Whisky Festival which takes
place in May. A packed programme of
events spans several days and includes
distillery tours, whisky tastings, talks,
theme dinners, ceilidhs and visits to places
of interest. All the sites offer guided tours,
including the cooperage where visitors can
have a go at making a cask.

The Lecht ski centre straddles the
Cockbridge-Tomintoul road at just over
2,000ft although the chairlifts rise to around
2,500ft. It is one of Scotland’s five ski centres
and attracts winter sports enthusiasts from
far and near. In recent years it has diversified
to become a year-round resort, with quad
bikes and karting among the attractions.

Elgin High Street
The centre of Elgin is dominated by St Giles’
Church, built in 1827 and named in honour of
the town’s patron saint. Nearby is the Muckle
Cross, a market cross restored in 1888 after
the original was demolished, while at the
east end of High Street is the Little Cross
where transgressors had punishment meted
out to them. The west end of High Street is
dominated by the façade of Dr Gray’s
Hospital with its commanding dome.

Golf
Anyone coming to Moray for a fortnight’s
holiday can play a round of golf on a
different course every day. Its reputation for
choice and quality of courses is unrivalled.
Visitors are welcome at all 14 clubs and
green fees are among the cheapest
anywhere in Scotland.

www.moray.gov.uk

Moray Leisure Centre
Opened in 1993, the Moray Leisure Centre in
Elgin has a wide range of facilities for people
of all ages. Its 25 metre pool is used by
swimmers both for fun and fitness, while its
ice rink is popular with skaters and curlers and
is also used for ice hockey. The centre also has
a health and wellness suite and a healthy
eating café and is open seven days a week.
Ice hockey practice in Elgin

Fishing Museum
The recently extended Buckie and
District Fishing Heritage Centre has an
unrivalled collection of exhibits which
traces the history of the fishing and boatbuilding industries in the area. Housed in a
converted cottage and run by volunteers,
the centre has over 7,000 photographs and
a comprehensive database of all vessels
built in local boatyards over the years.
Open during the summer, otherwise by
arrangement.

Grouse Inn
Situated on the A941 Dufftown to
Rhynie Road at the Cabrach and surrounded
by heather-clad hillside, the Grouse Inn
has been a popular staging post for
generations of hungry and thirsty travellers.
The family-run business boasts one of the
largest collections of whiskies anywhere.
Open daily throughout the summer.

Bothy Ballads Festival
A full house is guaranteed for Elgin Rotary
Club’s annual festival of bothy ballads at the
town hall. The event, held in early February,
is a celebration of the Doric and helps to
keep alive many of the homespun songs
which emanated mainly from the northeast farming community of yesteryear.
The audience can also look forward to a
plate of stovies and a dram of whisky during
the interval.

Falconer Museum

Pluscarden Abbey

The museum in Forres was founded in
1871 by the family of locally-born naturalist
and palaeontologist Dr Hugh Falconer, a
contemporary of Darwin who did much of
his research in India. Recently redeveloped,
the museum houses a wide-ranging
collection, including some of Falconer’s
fossil finds. Open year round, restricted
hours in winter. Admission free.

Located in a peaceful setting in the Vale
of Pluscarden, the abbey, founded in 1230,
is the only medieval monastery in Britain
still inhabited by monks. The small
community of Benedictine monks returned
to Pluscarden in 1948 to restore the abbey
which had been abandoned many years
before. Visitors are welcome.

Speyfest
This four-day festival of Celtic culture
featuring music, song and crafts is held in
Fochabers, normally in late July or early
August. Organised by a local committee,
many of the events take place in marquees
pitched on the village playing fields. The
festival features performers from home
and abroad and has become an annual
fixture on the Scottish music scene.

Findhorn Bay
One of Moray’s most scenic spots, the bay’s
shallow waters are popular with water
sports enthusiasts and also provide a safe
haven for yachts and pleasure craft. The bay
is a designated nature reserve and attracts
thousands of migrating wildfowl and wading
birds, particularly in autumn. Sitting at one
corner of the bay is the village of Findhorn,
home of the Royal Findhorn Yacht Club and
with its own local heritage centre.

Speyside Way
Walkers who want to enjoy some of the
best scenery that Moray has to offer could
do worse than take to the Speyside Way,
which as its name suggests follows the
course of the River Spey although the last
few miles to Buckie hug the coastline. The
route is waymarked and a number of maps
and leaflets are available.

Highland Games
Four of Moray’s communities stage their
own annual Highland Games in the
summer – Dufftown, Tomintoul, Aberlour
and Forres. Featuring a mixture of track
and field events, the emphasis is on the
traditional competitions such as tossing
the caber. The games are particularly
popular with visitors to the area and their
participation in the various competitions
is encouraged.

Sueno’s Stone
This 20ft high stone of Pictish origin stands
only yards from the main A96 on the outskirts
of Forres. Its carvings date from 800 to
900AD and depict a bloody battle, although,
in the absence of any inscription, exactly
which battle no one knows for sure. The
stone was encased in glass a number of years
ago to protect it from further weathering.

Scalan
The survival of Catholicism in Scotland
following the Reformation owes much to
Scalan, a small seminary nestling in the hills
at the remote Braes of Glenlivet where
young priests were trained. The original
building was destroyed after Culloden but
it was replaced in the 1770s by the simple
building which survives today and which is
looked after by the Scalan Association. It is
open to visitors year round.

Nelson’s Tower
This octagonal tower at Forres was built
by public subscription in 1806 to honour
Horatio Nelson and his famous victory at
Trafalgar. Visitors can climb the 96-step
spiral stairway to the rooftop and enjoy
spectacular views across the Moray Firth.
The tower also houses Nelson memorabilia.
Open during the summer, admission free.

HRH Prince Charles unveiling the Land Army sculpture at Clochan, near Buckie

Grant Park
With its wide open spaces and wooded backdrop, Grant Park has played a pivotal role in
Forres’s long-running successes in major national floral and environmental competitions,
among them ‘Britain in Bloom’ and ‘Beautiful Scotland In Bloom’. The park’s sunken garden
and floral sculptures are a magnet for visitors.
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Let’s only print if we
have to, and print
double sided if we can.

The UK uses 12.5 million tonnes of paper
and cardboard every year, enough to fill
the Albert Hall once every 33 hours.
Source: Confederation of Paper Industries

w w w.wrap.org.uk/ recycleatwork
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3037941

DOUGLAS ROSS MP
“As Moray’s MP I am available to meet with
constituents to discuss any local or na
national issues.
Please
office in Forres
e feel free to pop in to my constituency offi
or alternatively contact me on any of the details below.”

Constituency Office I 63 High Street, Forres IV36 1PB
01309 679253
douglas.ross.mp@parliament.uk
/DouglasRossMP
@douglas4moray
3038281
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3038233

K McGregor

CARPENTER & JOINER
New Builds
Windows

Kitchens
Cladding

Renovations

PVC Doors

Commercial Work

No Job Too Small
All trades supplied • Free estimates
07799 414872 01343 818220
kmcgregorjoinery@gmail.com
3038235

Pulp fact.
Recycle this paper and in just 7 days it could come back as a new cardboard box.

www.recyclenow.com
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Supporting families
through all of life’s
performances.
We help clients achieve their full financial
promise, whatever the future may hold.
•
•
•
•

Savings & Investments
Tax Planning
Pensions & Retirement Planning
Estate Planning

26 Hay Street Elgin IV30 1NQ
Tel: 01343 323 326
info@acumenfp.com
acumenfp.com
Accredited Financial Planning Firm of the Year 2016 TM

Acumen Financial Planning Limited is authorised & regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. FCA number 218745 Tax planning and
tax advice is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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harrisonselgin.co.uk

Speyside Gardens Caravan Park is perfectly
located in Aberlour, the heart of Speyside.
Surrounded by some of the world’s best
whisky distilleries and scenic routes you
will be delighted with what is on offer in
the local area. The park is family friendly
and offers a number of facilities to ensure
your stay is as tranquil and enjoyable as
the surrounding countryside.

We are a family-run company based in Elgin offering fully project-managed home
improvements including kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms, windows, doors and
central heating systems in Moray, Highlands and Aberdeenshire.

Speyside Gardens hosts over 60 touring and
tenting pitches and welcomes motorhomes,
caravans and tents. All touring pitches have
electric hook-up and there are 16 which are
all weather – ‘hard standing’.
Also on offer are a number of fully furnished
rental holiday vans, perfect for both the
weekend getaway or for longer holidays.
For those looking for a more permanent
holiday home there is availability for static
caravan pitches.
For more information visit
www.speysidegardens.com
or please get in touch.

Speyside Gardens has many onsite facilities
ensuring that you will have everything you
may need.

•
•
•
•

SHOP
CHILDREN’S OUTDOOR JUNGLE GYM
AMENITY BLOCK
LAUNDRY

Why us?
What makes Harrisons different is our multi-skilled installers. All of our installers are skilled
in various trades to ensure maximum efficiency during your installation. No more waiting for
various tradesmen, our team are on hand to ensure you get your dream home at a good price
and an excellent standard.

/Harrisons551331

16 Linkwood Place, Elgin IV30 1HZ
Speyside Gardens Caravan Park - Aberlour
Tel: 01340 871586 I Mob: 07960 831067
Email: info@speysidegardens.com

Come and stay with us for
an unforgettable experience.

Open 6 days a week
Monday - Fridays 9am-5pm
Saturdays 10am-2pm

We offer a free design and quote service
with no obligation. So why not pop in
today and make an appointment or, call

01343 551331
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Surrounded by breath-taking scenery, the Northern Isles
boast some of the most remarkable ancient monuments in
Britain.

t

St Ninian’s Isle is connected to Shetland’s
South Mainland by one of Europe’s finest
natural sand causeways.

From 3,500 BC prehistoric marvel the Ness of Brodgar in
Orkney, to the 4,000 year old Bronze Age settlement of Jarlshoff
in Shetland, the Northern Isles are steeped in archaeological
treasures waiting to be discovered.
With up to three sailings a day from Scrabster and Aberdeen to
Orkney and Shetland, uncovering Scotland’s most fascinating
archaeology is just a sailing away.

www.northlinkferries.co.uk
/northlinkferries

@NLFerries

Orkney’s iconic and mystical Ring of Brodgar.
Part of Orkney’s World Heritage site, the 30
standing stone circle is free for visitors to explore.

