
 

Theme 5: Summer Maintenance 

Due to the frequent updates surrounding last week’s wet weather, our scheduled 
programme of feedback was postponed. We are back this week with responses to 
some of your comments relating to our summer maintenance programme.  
 
When you think of the services that you receive as part of your council tax, you might 
think of winter road gritting, but there is a host of summer activities that are also 
provided from this funding. Road surfacing, grass and verge cutting, parks and 
grounds maintenance are also part of what we do and what you receive for your 
council tax.  
 

 

You said: You want “enjoyable recreation spaces.” 

In addition to being green spaces to enjoy and free to access, many with children’s 
play equipment and other facilities such as tennis courts, Moray’s parks are also the 
venue for many special events throughout the year. Grant Park in Forres hosts the 
European Pipe Band Championships, known as Piping at Forres, and the Forres 
Highland Games – look out for these events coming up on 24 June and 08 July. 
Cooper Park in Elgin is the venue for a free, weekly fun parkrun and for jogscotland 
groups and it was also host to last summer’s ‘Sword, Fire and Stone’ medieval 
event. There’s a lot going on in our parks, whether you want to just sit back and 
relax, take the kids for a spin on their bikes, or go for a rousing jog. The newly-
created cycle path from Lhanbryde to Elgin is a great, safe route for all users. Check 
out the MORINFO events calendar for more information.  
 

 

You said: “Cut grass less frequently” and “stop cutting and strimming 

road verges.”  

Over the past few years, as part of previous cost-cutting measures, the frequency of 
cutting and strimming has been reduced. However, some communities have taken 
up maintenance of their green spaces with fantastic teams of volunteers getting 
involved in basic gardening and floral displays. If this is something you’d like to get 
involved in, get in touch with your local Community Council or tsiMORAY for 
volunteering opportunities. We will look at publishing a timetable of the summer 
cutting programme the way we do with the winter gritting schedule.  
 

There were some suggestions for turning previously mown areas into 
wildflower meadows. We like this suggestion and in fact trialled this last 
year with wildflower displays in Lossiemouth – they were very well received 

and we’ll look to do more of them! 
 
 
 
 

http://pipingatforres.com/
http://www.forreshighlandgames.com/
http://www.forreshighlandgames.com/
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/elgin/
http://www.jogscotland.org.uk/
http://morinfo.moray.gov.uk/event_cal.php
http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_standard/page_45710.html
https://www.tsimoray.org.uk/volunteering
http://www.northern-scot.co.uk/News/20-facelift-for-Lossiemouth-seafront-05082016.htm


 

 
 
You said: You want “roads up to standard” to make a “good impression 

for visitors.” 

The condition of roads in Moray are in the top five percent in Scotland and the 
annual surface dressing programme – which takes place over eight weeks every 
summer – helps keep them in condition. Surface dressing is a roads maintenance 
operation which seals the surface and can restore skid resistance and texture to the 
road which is required due to general wear and tear, and is based on usage: rural 
roads with low use can go up to 10 to 20 years before needing it, while main roads 
with heavy usage will need to be treated sooner. The programme is determined by a 
combination of the Roads Maintenance Technicians monitoring the road surfaces 
and deciding which require ‘dressing’ and in addition an annual survey is carried out 
by external contractors with specialist equipment to check skid resistance and 
surface texture. Using all this information, and working within the available budget, 
the programme for the year is decided. Last year the roads team spread 762,650 
litres of tar and 5,087 tonnes of chippings over 50 miles of roads to ensure smooth 
travels across the most worn sections of roads in Moray.  
 
Some roads, such as the A96, are outwith our control: the A96, for example, is 
maintained by BEAR Scotland, but you can contact them to report faults.  
 

 

You said: “Do not close any public toilets”… but also “Stop providing 

public toilets.” 

The issue of public conveniences was a divided one – some of you noted the 
availability of public toilets as being important to tourism, especially in more rural 
areas, while others felt it would be okay to close them and suggested using alternate 
facilities such as supermarket and petrol station restrooms. Interestingly, many of the 
comments that we received on this topic suggested that you would be happy to pay 
a fee to use public conveniences, which is something that we will investigate. At the 
moment, there is no change to the provision of public conveniences but this may 
come under discussion by elected members in the course of having to balance the 
budget in future years. 
 

Have you heard about the Elgin BID comfort scheme? This allows the public 
to use the toilets in member businesses without charge and without having 
to make a purchase. The businesses providing the facilities receive a small 

annual amount from Elgin BID in return. Running since summer 2016, the comfort 
scheme currently has six BID businesses signed up and rolling this out to more 
premises across Elgin and beyond to more of Moray is something that is being 
looked at closely.  
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Something that is included in your council tax but that isn’t summer-
specific is waste and recyclables collection. Moray does a great job 
recycling – look out for a new recycling campaign coming soon! 
 

http://bearscot.com/
http://www.embraceelgin.co.uk/comfort-scheme/

