Practitioner Analysis and Prompts – Risk Assessment
	Areas for Consideration
	Practitioner Prompts

	Are you able to describe the current incident of concern - record these accurately
	· What are the parent’s attitudes and responses to your concerns? 

· Is their explanation consistent with the injury/incident? 

· What does status does the child have within the family?



	Have you assessed all areas of potential risk


	· Write each risk down and consider each one separately e.g. child, parent, family, surrounding environment, type and nature of abuse, intervention issues

	Can you describe the potential behaviours of concern
	· Rather than focus on the individual, assess each worrying behaviour individually - as each is likely to involve different risk factors

	Can you describe the nature of the risk factors
	· How long have they been operating?  

· How severe are they?  

· Are the injuries / incidents one off or cumulative over a period of time


	Grade the risks, and be alert for especially serious risk factors


	· For example, previous corroborated or uncorroborated concerns, unwillingness or inability to protect.  If a young baby is with an alcoholic mother and basic care (safety) is not being provided then the severity of the risk is clearly high.  If he child is older and has a number of protective factors around them (e.g. a good school, grandmother who can spend lots of time with them then the severity of the risk posed by the alcoholic mother may not be high

	How serious are the consequences of the abuse occurring for the child, for the child’s family and for the agencies involved?


	· We need to distinguish between the likelihood of the behaviour occurring from the seriousness of it if it does.  For example, someone may indicate they are allowed to smack their child thus the likelihood is that the child will be smacked again in the future and we need to assess the impact of the action of the child


	Detail ALL previous incidents of abuse and neglect


	· Detail any previous incident of abuse or neglect (type and frequency) in this family OR any record of the current caretakers having abused or neglected other children. 

·  Is there a pattern of abuse (such as physical abuse being repeated) or is it changing (such as the concerns spanning a range of categories of abuse)?  

· Do they accept any of the previous concerns?  

· Do they have any insight into their previous behaviour?  If so why the lapse?  Do they accept or reject themselves as a continuing risk

	What are the strengths in the situation being analysed?


	· A broad view should be taken of possible strengths including extended family and community supports but they should be related to the abuse or neglect under consideration. 

· Here too the emphasis is on the situation being assessed but consideration should also be given to factors from the caretaker’s past where there is evidence that these are strengthening current coping capacity.  For example, a parent who has “coped” for a number of years prior to the current concerns, this shows the capacity under other circumstances to provide appropriate care for the children

	Do any risk reducing factors exist?


	· An admission by a parent of the problem and a willingness to co-operate with a treatment and intervention programme would reduce risk.  The use of interventions known to bring benefits e.g. appropriate, regular medication for a mental illness would also reduce risk.

	What are the prospects for change in the situation and for growth?


	· A risk assessment should attempt to forecast how a situation will develop in the future, clearly the capacity for improvement or deterioration in the current conditions is central to any such assessment.  A key indicator of the likelihood of change is the parent’s attitude to the abuse or concerns - an acknowledgement of the difficulties and a preparedness to work towards change would normally be seen as lessening the risk and the denial of the problem as increasing it.  

· Other areas may include - parenting skills and the capacity to learn - can methods of teaching and imparting parenting skills matched to the parent(s) methods of learning be improved?  

· Do they have the capacity to generalise learning to adapt it to new situations?  Have they made some changes previously but could not sustain.


	What is the risk associated with each intervention?


	· Removing a child allegedly in danger from its family exposes them to other dangers which can be equally damaging.  

· We need to consider whether the benefits of intervention outweigh the problems of separation if we are considering removal from the home -the inability to place siblings together in substitute care, the location from the placement may be some distance and can thus disrupt the child’s peer networks, schooling and social life
· 

	What is the family’s motivation and capacity for change
What is the family’s motivation and capacity for change (cont’d)
	· A key indicator of the likelihood of change is the parent’s attitude to the abuse or concerns - an acknowledgement of the difficulties and a preparedness to work towards change would normally be seen as lessening the risk and the denial of the problem as increasing it. 

· However, care needs to be taken not to discriminate against parents solely on the basis of their taking a different view of the abuse or alleged abuse from practitioners.  Key questions to ask include –

· Does the parent have insight into your concerns

· Do they want to change

· Do we have the resources to help

· How long will it take

· Can they maintain the changes

· Does the child need to reside somewhere else whilst these changes are being made


